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PLATO'S PSYCHOLOGY IN ITS BEARING 
ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF WILL 

Introduction 

It may well appear at first sight an unwarrantable 
assumption that the notion of Will is in any sense an 
element in the Platonic psychology. Yet it can hardly be 
supposed that the phenomena which have attracted so 
large a share of attention among modern philosophers 
should have been overlooked by a mind of such extra- 
ordinary scope as Plato's — the philosopher who of all 
others might be said to have attained (in his own famous 
phrase) OeoDpia navrh? iikv \p6voVi ndoTj^ Sk ov<ria9^ It is 
true that he has formulated no doctrine, has left us no 
definition— no single term even— that can be appropriated 
by the modem notion of Will; had he done so there 
would be no place for such an essay as this. /Yet the very 
process of abstraction and classification by which philo- 
sophy or science makes headway j brings with it its own 
dangers, and the mere fact of giving a name is apt to 
involve the fallacy of hypostatization. The name, given at 
first to what is merely one aspect of the whole, imports 
a false appearance of individuality, as though what is named 
were a part, separable from the totality ; so Will has come 
to be regarded as a faculty of mind, almost, if one may use 
the metaphor, as a piece of the mind's furniture. 

Now if it can be shown that Plato's account of mind as 
a whole does inevitably imply some such aspect of it as 
that now known as Will, his psychology is then the less 

^ Rep. 486 A. 
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4 Platd*s Psychology in its bearing 

misleading in that it has avoided the pitfall of hypostati- 
zation, That fallacy is seen perhaps at its worst in the 
phrase with which the notion under discussion seems now 
so inextricably entangled— viz. ' Free Will ' — yet the notions 
of freedom and slavery as applied to conduct are familiar 
enough in Plato, and let but this modern idea of Will once 
shake off the fatal influence of the name and it will appear 
as merely one aspect of mental life — that aspect in which 
consciousness is regarded as an activity self-directed. 

Now it was surely Plato himself who first made explicit 
the true nature of this activity of thought or consciousness, 
since it was he who first distinguished clearly the im- 
L material from the material.^ Thenceforward there could 
be no more fusing of the two, the soul could no longer be 
conceived — even as Plato himself in his Heraclitean days 
must have conceived it — as a fiery substance. Parmenides' 
>yorld of Pure Being had become after all attainable, though 
in a fashion he perhaps never dreamed of. 

But there were ideas other than metaphysical that helped 
to form the Platonic psychology. Socrates discerned in 
the problems of right conduct the whole meaning of human 
life.* The essence of conduct was that it should be 
directed, not by mere chance, but by knowledge. Every 
form, of human activity he found to be good only in so far 
as it kept its end in view — was aware of itself and what it 
was doing.* This then was the first requirement — to 
know oneself.* Knowledge of oneself would be knowledge 
of the end, of what one was 'good for', iavrhv imarKeyltd^ 
fieyo^t dirouif kwri irpbt rfiv dv&poDTTwrjv ^fpetav (Mem. iv. 2. 25). 

But for right conduct one must have also knowledge of the 
means,' for knowledge alone secures variety of choice,® 

* Cf. eg. Rep. 611 E, 6ia A. * Xen. Mem. Hi. 9. 14. 
•• Xen. Mem. iii. 9. xo ; iv. 6. 1 1. * Mem. iv. a. 35. 

* Mem. iii. 9. 4. * Mem. iv. a. 39. 



Oft the Development of Will 5 

and such knowledge must not be of mere words or opinions, 
but of realities.^ So it came about that the right direction 
of self— in Kantian phrase, the Good Will^was identified 
by Socrates with Wisdom.* Only such self-direction and 
such wisdom or knowledge ensured true freedom-^freedom 
of choice and freedom of action," freedom in fact to choose 
the best.* But how is the best to be determined, how is 
Wisdom to be attained ? 

Through education, said Soiiriates, iot the very best 
natures are those that need the most training; i.e. this 
native goodness seems, for him, to consist in a surpassing 
strength of activity, the more disastrous therefore if 
wrongly directed.* Yet after all this only carries us round 
in a circle : where, we may ask, does the educator himself 
get his liotion of the Best ? It was Plato's task to find 
a solution of this problem. Here again he gains an 
advantage from the greater fluidity and elasticity of a 
language not yet moulded and stamped by philosophy or 
metaphysics. The Greek usage of the veiry words koXS^ 
and dya669 in constant association t3rpifies the interchahge- 
ableness of the ethical and the aesthetic view of life ; and 
Plato (whose very martnef of speech betrays him in spite 
of his frequent railings against art) ® looks out on life With 
an artist's eye.^ He notes that in all skilled workmanship 
success depends on the presence of a certain law or 
principle • that guides the activity ; the worker looks 
forward,* as it were, to this ideal, the perfect form of that 
which he is tnakitig}^ It id thus homogeneity, harmony, 
order that chatacterize the best kind of activity .^^ Where 
then does this order and harmony, this ideal element come 

^ Mem. iv. 6. i. ' Mem. iii. 9. 4, 5. ' Mem. iv. 5. zi. * Mem. iv. 5. 3. 
» Mem.'iv. i. 4. • e. g. Rep. 39a A ; cf. Rep. 595 iB, 599 A. 

* Rep. 377 E, 3^1 D, 540 C ; Laws ii. 658-70, vii. 817 B. • Gorg. 503 E. 

* This is characteristic of all that corresponds to true art ; ct Gorg. 501 B ; 
Rep. 596 B. ** Rep. 596 B. " Laws 746 D. 
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6 Plato's Psychology in its bearing 

from ? It seems to be, he says, in some fashion akin to 
man's nature,^ oUuov^ since he welcomes it with pleasure * 

(t5 Sk fjSi Koivbp frdaats {toi^ fiova-ai?) (Laws 802C)). 'OpO&rrj^f 

* rightness,' the mean between extremes, the ' neither too 
much nor too little' of art,* suggests also the straight 
growth of the healthy plant, developing harmoniously, 
neither one-sided nor twisted, but fulfilling the law of its 
being.* So man too has a nature, (f>v<ri9f which if given 
right nourishment will in process of time manifest its own 
perfection. 

It is to be noted that the practice of the arts is sometimes, 
with Plato, more than a mere analogy of right conduct, it 
is even a heaven-sent means towards it.* So—often by 
way of jest, as when man is described as the plaything 
of the gods,* or by myths, Plato makes clear that for man 
as for the universe there is a perfect form, a pattern laid up 
in heaven, as it were, and yet latent within him and 
directing his growth; rhythm and order, harmony and 
balance, simplicity and law, these are all aspects of the 
same growth or development - or, in Platonic language, of 
(f>ij<ri9. It remains to examine more in detail the various 
stages of such development in the human soul. 

The essential character of soul, of life, is movement"^ 
Yet movement must be conceived as directed; yjfvxrj as 
itself the source of movement is therefore s^^direction.* 
Every living organism, a-Z/ia iii^vxov^ possesses in a sense 
this character, this is the principle of growth (^tJo-^y).' But 
nature thus comes to have at once the dual aspect so con- 
stantly the problem of philosophy : " motion is directed to 
an end ; it answers to change, to a process of becoming ^^ 

' Laws 733 A. ^ Lysis aax £, aaa A. 

* Cf. Symp. 9IO B and Phaedr. 950, where the same power is ascribed to 
the love of beauty. * Cf. Laws 765 E. 

* Pol. 374 C ; Tim. 47 C ; Laws ii. 69a £ ; cf. also Laws vii. 803 £. 

* Laws ii. 644 D. ' Laws x. 895 C. ' Laws x. 896 A. ' Phaedr. 345 E. 
*• Phil. 15 £ ; also Phil. 14 C, D ; Tim. 57 E. " Laws x. 896 A. 



on the Development of Will 7 

whose end would be a state of beings implying rest and 
permanence.^ Movement may be conceived as from point 
to point, the Many thus growing into a Unity, Parts into a 
Whole.' 

Again, the twofold notion, of movement, and of that 
which moves as at once the origin and result of the 
motion, corresponds to the dualism of Form and Matter.' 
Regarded as growth this becomes assimilation^nvolv- 
ing an inward and an outward,* a subject and an object,* 
self and other *— the two sides always complementary, inter- 
dependent. From within ^i/x?^ i^wi^ is a latent possibility 
of development^?^ an inherent power of self-direction 
(i/)/4^), yet from without comes the sustenance,'^ the means 
appropriate to sustain each form of motion,® giving the 
impulse, and in so far supplying its direction. As a stream,® 
though keeping its original direction, will alter its character, 
i. e. take this or that shape or direction ^^according to the 
nature of the country which feeds it, or as a plant will 
assimilate itself to the soil or climate and yet assimilate 
their nourishment to itself," so with the growth and de- 
velopment* of the soul. Psychology would seem to be 
concerned with the inward aspect of the process, yet on 
examination this is seen to be inextricably involved in the 
other— the inward presupposes the outward, the outward 
the inward. So intimate is the relation between self and 
others, the individual and the community, that like the 
sphere or the circle there is neither beginning nor end, 
but the whole is self-contained.^!-- Yet after all the whole 
itself thus conceived seems to be only relatively perma- 
nent (for it admits of growth (av^avo/iiprj) and decay), and 

^ Soph. fls6 £. ' Soph. 049 D ; cf. also Laws z. 896 D. ' Laws x. 897. 
« SoinRep. X.61ZC. » Laws x. 897 A. • CC Tim. 37 B. 

» Rep. z. 6xt C. " Tim. 90 C. • Cf. Cratyl. 415 D. 

*• Cf. also Cratyl. 4x9, 420; Rep. 485 D. " Laws vi. 765 E; Rep. 491 D. 
» Rep. 494 A (Book IV). 



8 Plato's Psychology in its bearing 

so seems to demand some further explanatbn> some ultimate 
origin for the changing in the changeless.^ All that par- 
takes of soul, says Plato, is changing,^ Yet through such 
change the changeless is revealed, for ' in changing they 
move according to law and the order of destiny '.* The 
origin of the whole lies beyond the power of human 
thought,; the self-moved is a divine creation, its impulse 
(6pii^) is of the eternal.* Only in this way can a meaning 
be found for the phrase in Rep. 424 A kdvir^p &jra^ Sp/i/i' 
(Tff eiJ, that is to say, we must ascribe to God the arrange- 
ment of the universe whereby good shall ultimately pre- 
dominate over evil »— he implants the principle of growth 
(0i;<riy), his purpose is the nature of the whole, 6 rod navrh^ 
im/i€Xoi}ii€uo9 (Laws 903 B). Yet this nature is a principle 
of self-movement, self-development, in the individual soul* 
{h iavToTs K€KTrfiiha r^i/ rfjs /leTofioXij? aiTiav\ which is left 
to retrace for itself the order of the universe, to find the direc- 
tion in which it is in fact started, to assimilate its. will ta 
the divine.^ So, repeatedly in the form of myths, Plato 
describes the beginnings of psychic movement. After this, 
fashion in the Politicus a. new meaning is given to the old 
fable of the ' earth-born men \ These are described as 
being under the immediate: government of God ; ® there 
was no such, thing as a community; of mental development 
under such conditions we can say nothing (i<j>&iuv raDra).* 
Then the change came, and the pilot let go the helm and 
retired ^°— the age of innocence was succeeded by an age of 
tradition.^^ This, through the, disorder of the world's 
•?inherent nature, threatens to plunge it in chaos;" the pilot 
again intervenes and takes the helm,^^ and there succeeds 
the age we know, in which mankind, no longer the child of 

^ Rep. ix. 599 B. *' Laws x. 904. ' Ibid. * Rep. 6u £. 

* Lmv».x& 994. B. < Ibid. C ^ Cf. Tim. 39 £ ; cf. also Tim. 90 C. 

» Bol. a^ E: » Pol. aya D. " Pd. aya E. " Pol. 373 B. 
" Ibid. C. « Ibid. D. 
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earth, but self-born, self-nourished, and self-taught, as the 
universe itself is self-governed,^ is made hke it — the part 
to the whole. In other words men are dependent no 
longer each on Grod, but each on the other. Yet so helpless 
are they that even now the gods must intervene with gifts 
and instruction before the arts can be developed.* It is 
out of these that mankind builds up a common Ufe (irdvO' 

and works out a method of self-government (rfji/ Siaycuyiiv 
KOI r^y €7rifi€X€iap airod^ air&P €X€tp\ since only so can 
men follow and imitate the order of the universe, their 
proper means of life and growth.^ 

Thus in a figure Plato describes the origin and growth 
of society and, by consequence, of mind. For the history 
of the individual ' written in larger letters ')As the history 
of society— the individual mind too in its first helpless 
stage* must, if it is to become self-ruling^and to find its 
place in the order of the whole, have some impulse, some 
training and instruction j/such as that first given by the 
gods to men. So, leaving for the time the outside aspect, 
we may go on to observe from within the stages of growth 
and assimilation that mark the development of mental 
activity in the individual. 

Mental Activity — Whole and Part 

Plato has often been accused of a defective psychology,® 
in that he divides the mind into ' faculties '. This will be 
seen to be an accusation ill-founded. (This question has 
been so thoroughly and satisfactorily discussed by Mr. 
Archer-Hind in the Introduction to his edition of the 

* Pol. 374. ' Ibid. * Ibid. * Cf. Rep. 368 D, 369 A. 
' Laws ii. 67a C, vi. 765 £ ; Rep. 369 B. 

• Cf. Rep. viii. 554 D dtrraaiaaTos iu lotrr^. 

' Rep. 554 B oi ydpf oJfuUf vaiSei<} 6 roiovroi vpo^iffxrjf^v : Laws ii. 656 E. 
' Cf. e.g. Aristotle, itc/h yfnjxvh >• 5* 4ii ^5* Wallaces introduction, 
pp. xxxvii-lii (Aristotle's Psychology). 
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Phaedo that it would be only presumptuous to do more 
than add, as here, one or two passages that have seemed 
to me to bear on it.) For (a) in the first place, Plato con- 
stantly insists on the activity of soul as a whole,* and (A) 
secondly, in applying one and the same term to each of the 
so-called 'faculties' he clearly indicates that they are 
merely aspects of one and the same activity : — 

(a) In the Timaeus mental development is presented as 
the gradual emergence of order out of a chaos of random 
movements : ^ ' the revolutions calming down go their own 
way and become settled as time passes on * — the different 
capacities are conceived as different directions or forms of 
the same psychic activity. Again in Book X of the Laws, 
under the one head of 'movements of the soul* are 
enumerated the various phenomena of mental life ' — ' will, 
consideration, attention, deliberation, opinion, joy and 
sorrow, confidence, fear, hatred, love, and other primary 
motions akin to these/ In the light of these passages it 
seems clear that the three divisions of soul in the Republic >^ 
are to be understood merely as kinds or forms of activity. 
* Form ', cfiSoy {lSia\^ is the very word used, e. g.ia Book IX, 
572 A, where the rousing of activity in one form would 
seem to imply its inhibition in others — fiavxaa-a^ /ikv Ta> 
Svo €tSrf, TO Tpkov Sk Kivfiaat. It is perhaps hardly justifi- 
able to dogmatize at all from the use of this word. But at 
least it is noteworthy that in the Republic Plato seems 
even to avoid as far as possible the use of a noun, to prefer 
to indicate the so-called 'parts' of the soul merely by 
the neuter of the adjective: so in Rep. iv. 440-1 rh 
OvfiouShi rh iTTiOv/irjTiKSv, ri XcyiaTiKSv ; ® and again in 
Book IX, 589 E, 590 A, B Tb OeiSraTOv . . . ri Xeoi^T&Sit 76 

. ^ Phaedo 94 C ; Theaet. 185 £ ; Rep. v. 46a C, D. 
* Tim. 43 A, 44 A, B ; see Archer-Hind's translation. 
' Laws X. 897 A. * Cf. Rep. iv. 439. 

■ Cf. also Rep. 58B B ; Phaedr. 237 E. • Cf. 441 E. 



on the Development of Will ii 

Kal o06©5€y: and again the nouns he does use, cKoy 
(Rep. 438 E-440 A, 590 C, Phaedr. 253), yhot (Tim. 69 D), 
<j>v(rL9 (Rep. 441 A, 589 B), are such as to imply rather 
process than state, rather varying aspects than any fixed 
and permanent distinction (c£ Tra&r) t€ koI efSrj, Rep. 612 A). 
There are indeed two places Kin the Republic where the 
word /i€po9 is used, but one of these occurs in a description 
of the disorganization and disintegration of the soul that is 
implied in dStKia^ and it would seem therefore as though 
Plato were here emphasizing the fact that the true nature 
of soul is undivided (Rep. 444 B). These different mani- 
festations then represent also stages of growth,yrequiring 
each its appropriate nourishment,^ and only thereby 
developing */ so as finally to present a harmonious whole 
— a whole in which the elements are not lost but blended 
and interfused so as to realize*/^ at last their true character 
in the complete activity. 

(b) The general term that seems to be applicable to all 
the manifestations or forms of movement is imOv/xia V 
In the Timaeus the bodily and mental aspects of activity 
are described as km&viitat ; '^ in the myth of the Politicus 
it is €7ri0v/jL(a, 'fated and innate,' that directs the uni- 
verse left to its own guidance;^ and in the Laws 
iTriOvfjua is the self-directing principle in man.^ Here, too, 
as has been seen, it is ' fated and innate' ;^° that is to say, it 
has a certain bias, is selective, choosing this direction and 
not that This innate sense of what belongs to it, the 
sense of direction, of motion helped or impeded by what 
is given (a sense sometimes identified by Plato with /ivij/irj),^^ 
is therefore implied in all the processes of assimilation, and 
constitutes pleasure and painP These are themselves 

» Rep. 44a B, C, 444 B. • Cf. Rep. ix. 58a A, B. » Cf. Tim. 90 C. 

* Rep. iv. 443 B. • Rep. 586 D. • Rep. 580 D ; cf. also 571 B. 

' Tim. 88 B. * Pol. a7a £. * Laws x. 904 C owj/ yap Slv imOvfiji , . . 

" Ibid. 11 Phil. 35 C. » Phil. 35 D ; Rep. ix. 585 D. 
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12 Plato's Psychology in its hearing 

aspects of activity, of movement, — Ktvriait^/ yh^at^^^ as 
Plato says; desire and aversion, pleasure and pain are 
terms alike descriptive of the impulse implied in ylrvxv^ 
(pAa-if.y Pleasure may be regarded as in so far a realization 
of activity ^^ the latent impulse* finding its direction;* but 
the process of selection is seen to imply rejection, desire 
implies aversion, pleasure implies pain,* and it is here 
that the directing force of environment finds place. It is 
from without that the first checking of the activity y must 
come that it may direct itself into new channels.® The 
growing mind must be trained to ' draw from this source 
only when and how much it ought '.• This is something 
of what Plato means by calling pleasure dnupos *° — it is the 
unchecked, the ' limitless ' activity of soul. 

Appetite 

It is true there is an innate balance of activity ; appetite, 
which is its first and lowest aspect, is by nature intermittent, 
giving therefore room for development in other directions.^^ 
But if these other forms of activity fail of their appropriate 
nourishment they will not be realized,^^ i. e. pleasure will 
not arise through them, and this 15ads to the unnatural ^* 
and 'untrue*, because disproportionate,^y direction of 
activity in the one direction in which it' finds realisation. 
The mere fact of the intermittence of appetite shows the 
incompleteness of its character as an activity,^* dtixfi^}^ 
A mind thus conditioned is 'like a vessel full of holes'", 
a constant succession of ' emptyings and fillings ' ^"^ — a state 

* Rep. 583 E. " Phil. 53 C. * Cf. Rep. 580 D. * Tim. 8i E ; Phil. 31 D. 
» Cf. Phaear, 237 E. * Phil. 36 B. ' Rep. vui. 559 B. 

' Cf. Laws i. 643 A, of the exposition of the right use of drinking. 

• Laws i. 636 D. " Phil. 31 A. " Tim. 72 E. " Tim. 44 B, C. 
" Phaedr. 251 A. 

^* This is shown by contrast with the state of true pleasure, Rep. ix. 586 E ; 
cf. above, 586 A ; Tim. 86 B. 
" Cf. Rep. viii 586 B. *• Gorg. 493 B. " Phil. 35 E. 
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diseased ^ because abnormal, ' contrary to nature ' — iraph 
^vQiv (Phaedr. 251 A). This much then becomes clear, that 
the congenial environment for the development of the soul's 
'nature' is one that supplies a due admixture of pleasure 
and pain,^.e. the due stimulation and suppression of the 
different forms of activity. The proper balance of pleasure 
will imply always the proper harmony of activity, and vice 
versa. In pleasure the direction of activity is at once 
realized and confirmed. This formation of habit is one 
^p^ct of assimilation ; it is this which gives pleasure such 
an important place in education.^ 

It is so far evident that Plato finds appetite to be one 
characteristic form of mental activity, but to be regarded 
as the lowest, the least true ^ (so oKhyKTrov) (the nature of 
Truth, of Reality, being always the harmonious, the self- 
consistent), since it has no unity or stability about it,yno 
appearance of a guiding principle. It has to find its 
proper limits, its ' fated * or 'necessary '^cope and direction, 
largely through habituation and training.^ It is only as 
'necessary* that this kind of pleasure, Plato says, can 
approach the true.^ When this condition is ensured the 
nature of the mind will be fsee to assert itself in the 
further development of a higher and more complete 
activity.® 

Emotion, (a) fliz/ioy, (b) c/wj, (c) io^a. 

(a) The clue to this more complete activity is to be found 
no longer in the blind processes of nutrition and growth as 
presented in the plant,* but rather in the form of activity 

» Tim. 86 B. • Laws ii. 653. Rep. 439 D, 589 E, 585 D. 

* Rep. 588 C. » Rep. viii. 558 D. • Rep. ix. 589 B ; Laws i. 635 C. 

^ Of. Phil. 6ji £, where the question is what pleasures can consort with 
wisdom. 
' So below, Phil. 63, the objection raised by wisdom to excessive pleasures. 

• Cf. Tim. 77 B. 
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peculiar to animals and man.^ In spontaneous bodily 
movement, so specially characteristic of all young 
creatures, and when unimpeded realizing itself in pleasure 
— it is in this that Plato finds the germ of a pleasure, an 
activity, eventually peculiar to man. For man, unlike other 
animals, realizes his movements in rhythm, he alone, 'dance- 
fellow of the gods*, finds his pleasure in harmony. To 
this pleasure, rightly called 'aesthetic', all his senses 
contribute. Here there is abundant scope for the training 
by habit. Through eye and ear and every sense the 
environment must conduce to evoke this activity to 
pleasure — an activity which, as it is distinctly human, can 
be developed only by specific human co-operation.* In 
fine, as these stirrings of life are the germ of the rhythmic 
movements of dance and song, so it is music and art 
that must. supply their appropriate nourishment.* The 
aesthetic activity becomes assimilative through imitation * 
— it is at once a power of movement and a capacity for 
being moved,* its very receptivity marks it as emotional 

(ayavaKT'qTiKSv). 

Art 'holds the mirror up to nature*. It selects and 
presents to us ' images ' of our own activity (Homer is 
dS£kov 8rfiJLiovpY69 — Rep. 599 D), and so enables us to 
find expression,' to project ourselves as it were on 
external nature; and this realization is pleasure— ttoXi) 
y\vK(<ou /liXiTo^J Hence it is above all things necessary 
that the selection should be appropriate, should be /cari 
<f>ij(riu, i.e. should present unity, consistency, simplicity,* 
and so induce through imitation a corresponding balance 
and harmony, ciJiydcta, not KaKorjOeia. For as long as 
emotion works in the direction of mere movement, for the 

» Laws ii. 653 E. » Rep. iii. 401 C. 

' Laws ii. 654 A ; Rep. iii. 401 A. 

* Rep. iii. 401 D, 401 E ; cf. Rep. vi. 500 C. » Rep. x, 605 A, 606 A. 

• Ion 535 C. ' Phil. 47 E. • Cf. again Rep. iii. 400 E and 401 A. 
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mere pleasure of activity, the joy of existence ^— as long 
as it is the lawless 'boiling' or 'seething* of the life 
within 2— it has not reached its distinctively human develop- 
ment.^ It is indeed the expression of a self (the ' manly ' 
quality as Plato calls it),yand, if it meets with resistance, 
of self as opposed to others y-this is the characteristic of 
emotion (OvfiS^) even in animals *^but only when reduced 
to order Vcioes it become the expression of self^as sub- 
ject to a law, as part in a whole, i.e. in harmony with 
others.y 

Art should by its 'images' be the exponent of this 
order® — its function is to check the exuberance, the 
multiplicity, of activity, in order to bring it into line with 
its true development.^^ Here again it is a question of 
a due balance of pleasure and pain.^^ In the constant 
insistence on simplicity in all art (cf. Laws 656), especially 
in music, Plato seems to feel the tendency of emotion 
to run to waste, if it is not checked, i. e. if art fosters 
merely intensity of pleasure apart from balance.^^ As 
always, he finds pleasure to be ' without limit ', and art is 
condemned in so far as it fails to correct this (cf. Rep. 
605 B ry avo^T<f \apt,(6ii€vov kol oire r A /ie/j^o) oUre ret cXtfrra) 
Jiayiyv(u(r/coi^i), weakens in fact the natural, inherent balance. 
For instance, in Republic, Book X,"/tragedy is accused 
of inducing a man to feel pleasure in, i.e. to indulge, 
a form of emotion he would otherwise feel ashamed of 
{otot^ lifj d^ioT €hai dXX aiax^voir dv). By thus removing 
a check to activity it increases pleasure, but at the same 
time, by destroying the sense of rhythm, it perverts the 

* Cf. Phaedr. 351 A. * Cratyl. 419 E. » Rep, iv. 44a C. 

* Rep, iv. 440 C. • Rep. iv. 441 B. • Rep. iv. 441 E. ' Rep. ix. 589 A. 
. ' Rep. iv. 441 D. Tor such a harmony as community of feeling,^ cC Book V, 

464 A, 

» Laws ii. 656 D. *• Rep. iv. 44a A. " Laws ii. 659 D ; Tim. 47 D. 

" Laws ii, 659 C. " Rep. x. 605 E. 
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activity from its natural development./ In fact it upsets 
the balance of the mind altogether, V fostering excessive 
desire in every form {rpi^ei yhp trdvra dpSovca), since 
pleasure and pain are coextensive with activity itself 
(irdoTj npd^u IrriaOai); and all this art can do because 
of the imitative power of emotion (ttoXX^i^ /i(/iif<np Ked 
noiKCKriv ^x^i. 604 D).' 

Emotion is as it were the plasticity of the soul. So 
Plato talks of the 'tender* souls of children,* so easily 
deformed and distorted, like 'blocks of wax** ready to 
take any impression.® If the impressions fail to coincide, if 
imitation is constantly given fresh direction instead of 
being reinforced by habit,' ychaos must ensue. Hence 
the danger of ' innovation' yiy€m€pia'ii6s). Rhythm is the 
opposite of this, and its antidote, since it implies a constant 
repetition, a recurrence of a particular form of activity, 
and so sets limits to change. The fact that the sense 
of rhythm is latent in the emotional activity implies a 
tendency in the soul towards good habity in that it welcomes 
what is familiar y^a characteristic even of animal emotion, 
Plato finds, in its higher forms, e.g. in the case of the 
dog.^^l^ (Here may be found another trace of the beginnings 
of memory — ^see above, on p. 11.) And this again is a reason 
why play presents such a powerful means of education. 
Play is just another name for the impulse to movement in 
young creatures, an activity for the sake of activity, or, as 
Plato puts it, movement prompted solely by pleasure." 
This proceeds by imitation,^* /and, given appropriate— 
i.e. permanent and consistent — objects, will develop into 

* Rep. X. 606 A. ' Rep. x. 606 D. 

* Cf. also 606 B, and Book III, 395 C. * Laws ii. 664 B ; Theaet. 173 A. 

* Theaet. 191 B. • Laws 79a E ; Rep. iii. 395 D. ' Cf. Laws ii. 655 E. 

* Cf. Rep. viii. 555 D, of the citizens in a condition of mutual hatred and 
discord ; also Rep. iv. 434 B ; Laws ii. 657 B. * Rep. iii. 40a A. 

i» Rep. ii. 375 E. ^^ Laws ii. 667 E. " Rep. iv. 494 D. 
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a pleasure in what is familiar (this is cvi/o/iia)./ Thus by 
habit a tendency is fostered which, though not yet con- 
scious (for 'youth is far from the truth V/ is yet 'aiming 
at a mark* (t6£ov jSoXiy).^ This, which appears first as 
opinion, e. g. in regard to pleasures and pains, may become 
so fixed, colouring the mind like a fast dye (cf. Rep. 
429),*/as to amount to determination or resolution.^ Such a 
development can obviously take place only in an ordered 
and settled community where the desire for innovation is 
excluded and the pleasure of one is the pleasure of all.*/ 

Yet even under such conditions emotional activity 
remains, at best, true to its original character—instinctive ; 
since it is given at birth r and before man 'has acquired 
his own proper sense '.* It is concerned with the senses ^ 
(aXoyoy therefore), and being thus dependent on ' images * 
so various, even as more or less systematized by art, it 
has a corresponding nature, various (e.g. 'the lion and 
serpent 'y in the Republic), many-coloured {iravroSaTro^t 
TToi/c/Xoy), ^ shifting, unstable. This gives it an unreality; 
its pleasures are shadowy,^ ^ changeful, not pure and 
simple,^y the unity at which, through art,^^ it should be 
aiming is still so far off that the state is apt to be one 
„of dizziness and dimness. Habit or opinion based on the 
balance of pleasure and pain is at best an unstable basis.^* 

Emotion has, indeed, as has been said already, a certain 
restraining power ^^-a man may be led by his ' dramatic 

' Rep. 425 A. ' Soph. 334 D ; cf. Rep. x. 605 C, of the imitative artist. 

» Cf. Cratyl. 420 C. * Cf. Rep. 429 D, E. 

' Rep. 412 £ ; note also Jowett's translation here of 807/10 and 8^a as 
resolution. Cf. Theaet 190 A ; Polit. 309 C. 

* Rep. V. 462 B ; cf. with thb the contrary state (mentioned above, p. 16, note 8) 
described in Book VIII, 555 D. ' Rep. iv. 441 A. • Laws ii. 672 B, C. 

» Cf. Theaet. 186 C, aos B. ^ Rep. 590 B. 

^^ Phil. 40 B ; Rep. ix. 587 D, 586 B. " Rep. 583 B. 

^ Cf. Laws 668, of art ; so in Phaedr. 250 B St' &fwbpSiv dpydvwu iwl rds tiic6vas 
l6vT€i. ^* So in Laws ii. 663 B. 

" e. g. of a certain kind of fear, Laws i. 647 A, and Rep. (Book V) 465 B. 

B 



i8 Plato's Psychology in its bearing 

instinct' to subordinate private to public interests^ 
{^i\oTi/xta) 2— but even so it is instinct^ not knowledge,^ he 
is guided by no clear principle (oUt^ ri iid((o oire r& 
€\dTTa> Siaytyvooa'KovTtjf only by an impulse {6p/xifj) of self- 
interest* {diOdSrfS 548 E). 

It now has to be shown from another point of view how 
this emotional element grows and develops into something 
higher and better because more inclusive and complete and 
harmonious.* Under this aspect it is called by Plato Ipay. 

(b) In ?pa>y • are seen again, though in a new light, the 
characteristics of du/x^y — ?pa)y too is essentially a self- 
feeling and, as self-assertion, would project itself, would 
find its own likeness in its surroundings.*^ So in Aristo- 
phanes* fable it goes about seeking its own completion, its 
'other half.® So in the Symposium it is seen to aim 
especially at production.® In this sense indeedjt is 
shared to a certain degree by the lower animals,^^ as was 
6v/i69f yet as the human factor in &v/x69 was the perception 
of rhythm, so Ipay desires (says Socrates, correcting Aris- 
tophanes) not only its own completion, but what is good ^^ 
(that is, for Plato, the harmonious). So for production the 
condition is a certain harmony,^^ just as rhythm was the 
attendant condition of pleasurable movement. The desire 
for immortality ^^ which characterizes cpcoy in the Symposium 
is seen to be rooted in the same feeling as (f>LKoTLiiia^^ the 
characteristic of 6vii6^ in the Republic. So ^/xoy, like 
6v/i69f^^ is at the root of all creative art.^* As 6vfi69 issued 
in So^Uf so ?pa)y, holding ' the place between V^ as Socrates 

* Cf. Rep. viii. 554 D. ' Rep. viii. 550 B. 

' Rep. viii. 548 B Statttp irarSc; imripa rbv v6/wv AvoMpdiXKOvrfs, 

* Rep. ix. 581 A, B. » Tim. 80 B. 

* lipcji also is liri^/da ; Symp. aoo A, and below aoo £. 

' Lysis aai E, aaa A, • Symp. 19a E. • Symp. ao6 C. " Symp. ao7 B, C, D. 
** Symp. ao5 E. " Symp. ao6 D. ^» Symp. ao7 A. ** Symp. ao8 B. 
" Rep. X. 605 A. " i. e. as the instinct of production ; Symp. 809 A. 

" Symp. aoa A ; cf. also Rep. v. 478 E. 
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says in the Symposium, corresponds to opinion i^o^oi) 
which lies between knowledge and ignorance. In fact 
&viio^ itself in the Republic is seen to occupy this middle 
place ^— just as epcoy partakes of the nature of desire 
and yet aims at something beyond itself, so du/ioy lies 
between rS cwtdu/iiyri/c^i/ and the higher element, rh Xoyiari- 
k6v, to which nevertheless it is by nature an ally (kirtKovpov 

In the Phaedrus Plato has set forth at length, in 
mythical form, this mixed nature of emotion. There' 
(Phaedr. 245) the discussion starts from the notion of the 
' movement ', the motive aspect of the soul (Actvi7<rca>9 apxh 
rh aM aM Kii/ovv). This idea is elaborated in the picture 
of the 'mixed nature of the winged horses and charioteer \^ 
Here the impulse towards something higher, the winged 
steed, is joined to, and weighed down by, the heavier 
earthy element of mere appetite {rh i/xfipiOiarepov). Were 
it free to soar, the higher would rise to the ' region of the 
divine ' {§ rb tS^v 6eS>v yivo9 oiku), and there find its appro- 
priate nourishment.* Rising altogether beyond the regions 
and relativities of sense where all is change and a process 
of ' becoming ', it would partake of absolute ' being * {oMa);^ 
it would cease to be individual, a part, and would include 
the whole within itself, would be in fact the harmony of 
the whole (wdvTa rhi/ KStr/iov Sioik€l).^ 

Thus in impassioned vision Plato seems to see the 
glorious destiny of mind ; but coming back to its human 
conditions he finds there inevitable limitations. It is, in 
fact, the myth seems to suggest, just through such limita- 
tions, arising in some failure of the soul's own powers,'' 
that its human existence has its origin— an existence 
involving body and the use of sense, and so entailing as 

^ Rep. iv. 441 A. ' Phaedr. 245 C. ' Phaedr. 346 A. * Phaedr. 346 E. 
• Phaedr. 247 E. • Phaedr. 246 C. » Phaedr. 248 C. 
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we saw a necessary dependence on surroundings, and 
consequent possibilities of misdirection.^ It becomes 
almost impossible that any sense of the whole should be 
maintained ^ (see above (p. 15) for the insistence on some 
such wholeness in art and the training of sense), and in 
this failure self-assertion — i. e. the insistence on the undue 
development of a part— means discord. In the myth the 
gods are seen to be free from such error — ^$61/09 yhp €£a> 
Oefov xopov tararai — and so their vision is unhindered, 
whereas the human soul is fatally impeded by it {narovaai 
oKK'fiXa^ KOL eTTipdWova-aiy iripa irph ttjs iripas TTcipoD/xii^rj 
ycpia-Oai), i. e. by the absence of that KoipODPia maintained 
in the Republic to be a necessary bond of union, and the 
presence of (f>LkoTiiiio^^ (f^iXoviKla. 

The result is presented as, at best, a compromise.* 
Emotion being of the mixed nature must work through 
the senses* and by mere 'appearance* (S6^a\ and after 
all find its nourishment {jpo<t>^ So^aarri) in the world of 
appearance. Yet emotion nevertheless carries within it 
this craving, this impulse after something beyond sight 
and sense, the ' winged nature *. How shall such a nature 
develop out of the mixed (rb ^vik^vtov^ so that instead of 
two there shall be in effect one ? 

The element of unity required is indicated in the myth 
by the ' charioteer* who stands for reason (X6yo9).* With- 
out him the noble steed is powerless to check the baser "^ 
— as OvfiS^ is in its nature not a ruler, but only a subject, an 
ally, of reason ^ (Trpoa-TJKei iiTfjK6<p elvai koi iv/i/xdx<p toilttov) 
— and the same cause is assigned in the Republic as in 
the Phaedrus, viz. that reason alone can grasp the whole. 

* Phaedr. 350 A. • Phaedr. 248 A. 

' Phaedr. 353 E, even the good steed is ri/t^y kpacrrqs, but /xerd. aoxppwrivrp rt 
Kal al9ovs, * Phaedr. 248 B ; cf. also 253 D &\rj$ivrp S6^f}s iratpoi, 

* Cf. Phaedr. 250 B. « Phaedr. 253 E \6y<fi ijvioxtiTcu. 
' Phaedr. 256 A. • Rep. iv. 441 E ; Phaedr. 247 D. 
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There is one form of emotion, one use of sense, which 
conduces, Plato says, more than any other to the develop- 
ment of reason, viz. the love of beauty, the sense of sight ^ 
— though even this, he says here and more explicitly in 
the Republic, is not in itself sufficient to grasp reality 
(17 <pp6vrj<n^ oix opdrai). In the figurative language of the 
Phaedrus it is beauty that is most like the reality ^ partaken 
of by soul in its divine condition, and therefore most capable 
of exciting 'recollection' of it.^ In other words, it is 
through sight and the love of beauty that the mind can 
come to a knowledge of its own nature {<t>v<Tis), and so 
effectively aim at its realization. In the myth it is beauty 
and the love of beauty that quickens the growth of the 
wing * (di/aTTTcpcoaav riy Sl6Sov9 t&v irrepZv) ; the beloved, 
when inspired by love, ' sees himself as in a mirror ' though 
he knows it not {&<nr€p h KarSirTpo} h t& ip&vri iavrhy 
Sp&y XeAiy^c), and so it is the persons corresponding to his 
own individual and innate 0tJ(ny that each is impelled to love 
— rhv'^Epayra tS>v KaX&v 7r/)oy rpSirov eKXiyerai iKaaros^ — (as 
in the myth it is the character nearest to the God whom 
the soul once followed, that it chooses and by imitation 
becomes like, ./ca^' Ikuo-tov $€61/ , o5 iKaa-ros ^v x^P^^^'^^y^ 
kK€Lvov Ti/JL&y T€ Kot /xL/xoij/x€vo9 €49 rh Svvarhv (fj). Here, as 
always, emotion works by imitation, but in so far as this is 
unconscious of itself (iavrby 6pS>v XiXrjOe) "^ it fails to become 
anything more, it fails to excite conscious recollection, to 
bring before the mind the ' divine * perfection of which the 
beautiful object is but a copy. The love of beauty is in 
Plato's phrase a beginning of ' the heavenward pilgrimage * 
(KaTTfpyfiivoi r^y {movpavtov TTopeias, Phaedr. 256 D), but if it 
fails toarouse reason it ends only in the state of compromise,® 

^ Phaedr. 350 D.. * Phaedr. 250 B. ' Phaedr. 951 A and 949 C. 

* Phaedr. 951 B. » Phaedr. 959 D. 

* Cf. Laws ii. 654 A rohs Otohs avyxopfVTasy and above, p. 14. 
' Cf. Rep. iii. 401 D. ' Phaedr. 956 B, C. 
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in the region of opinion ; self-assertion does not become self- 
realization {SialTff <l>i\oTtfi<p yjpri(r<ii>vrai)y the parts are not 
united into a whole {pi wdtrp StSoy/iiya rfj Siavoi^ Trpdrroyrc?), 
the self is not its own master, and therefore not harmonious 
(kyKpaT€h airr&u koI /c^/i<oi) and reduced to order{TeTay/JLivoi)} 
, Precisely the same idea recurs in the Symposium. There 
too ip(09 is a process of finding and reproducing the self in 
what is beautiful.* There too is an ascent^ (iirauiivat) 
through the power of sight and the love of beauty, from 
objects and individuals,* shifting appearances and images, 
to thoughts, to the recognition of beauty in act and word, 
until the absolute unchanging essence,^ the ' whole ' of it, 
be attained. In effect it is the development of reason, 
the power (latent, says Plato in all human souls ®) of ' going 
from the many particulars of sense to the one universal of 
reason*."^ This power is fully developed in very few 
minds.* The majority, therefore, are found to be in a kind 
of transition state, showing at different stages the greater 
or less ascendancy of the emotional element in mental 
^ activity. The enumeration of types in the Phaedrus ® may 
be thus taken as an illustration of the iirava^aOiiot of the 
Symposium and as furnishing instructive examples of 
Plato's power of psychological analysis. 

First ^^ come instances of the ' few ' who have attained 
the fuller development, the 'lover of wisdom', and the 'lover 
of the beautiful '. In them love, ?pa)y, has developed into 
knowledge. The artist; too (/xovo-ikS^^ has a grasp of the 
ideal and so belongs to this highest class. But after these 
follow characters of a lower type, in all of whom $v/i6t 
may be traced as on the whole predominant. 

^ Contrast with this the condition described in Phaedr. 256 A. 

• Symp. ao9 B. « Symp. an C. ♦ Symp. an A. 
» Symp. an D. « Phaedr. 349 B. ' Ibid. 

• Phaedr. 350 A oi fif^itv dvdffjf ; Rep. iv. 441 A, B ; vi. 491 A ; Tim. 51 E ; 
cf. also Laws ii. 653 A and Rep. vii. 517 B. " Phaedr. 348 D. " Ibid. 
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The first is the law-abiding king.^ This is hardly the 
' kingly ' character of the Republic, but rather the kind of 
ruler demanded by the law-giver in Book IV of the Laws.* 
Asked 'What are the conditions which you require in 
a state before you can organize it ? ' the law-giver answers, 
' Give me a state which is governed by a tyrant, and let the 
tyrant be young and have a good memory ; let him be quick 
at learning, and of a courageous and noble nature : let him 
have that quality which is the inseparable companion of all 
the other parts of virtue, if there is to be any good in 
them/ This is explained to be ' temperance ', but in this 
case only * in the vulgar sense ' (Stf/icaSTji), viz. that which is 
the natural gift of children and animalssi character 
expressed almost in the very words used in describing 
Ovfios in the Republic. 

Bracketed with this kind of ruler we find in the Phaedrus 
PouriXcds TToXcfiiKos Kal apx^Kos, the 'warrior-chief as he 
has been called ; one in whom clearly the ' manly ' quality 
is the leading characteristic. 

The third class ^ is described by three adjectives, 
TToXiTiKo^, oIkovoiilkos, xp^/*«^*<n"£ic6y. It consists apparently 
of persons who make a career in politics or commerce ; 
who possess, in fact, ' public spirit ' and are moved by a 
desire of fame or wealth {(f>L\oTi/iia, ^tXoyiKta), characters 
familiar enough in the Republic,* and there recognized 
as not possessing ' the instrument of judgement ' and so 
still subject to the guidance of emotion. 

The fourth kind is represented by the athlete (yv/ii^aa-rt- 
Kosi), the man concerned with ' the care of the body '. It is 
the special mark of ' Gymnastic ' in the Republic ^ that it 
extends and, if exclusively pursued, may unduly develop. 



1 Phaedr. 348 D. ' Laws iv. 709 E. See Jowett's translation. 

» Phaedr. 248 B. * Rep. ix. 58a D. • Rep. Hi. 410 D. 
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the ' wild beast ' element— emotional activity in the form of 
anger or resentment. 

Fifth is the life of the seer or the initiated — /layriKo^ pto^ fj 
n9 reX€0T£/c6y. Now Plato's view of this character is a 
curious and well-marked one ; it is a kind of humorous 
mixture of reverence and contempt — reverence for the 
utterances of truth, and contempt for the witlessness of 
those who give them voice. Such persons, he says, are 
reckoned to have something divine about them ; ^ whereas 
his own contention is always that it is the opposite 
character, viz. absolute intelligibility, that may be rightly 
conceived to constitute the ' divine ', since it also constitutes 
reality.^ So for Plato divination is the 'gift of God to 
human folly ',^ and the seer stands for the person who 
does right without knowing why, carried along by opinion 
(cifSo^ia) or the mere force of emotion (the fiavCa of the 
Phaedrus) ; that is to say, ruled by Ov/ios.^ 

In the sixth grade are found the poet and 'imitator'. 
This is the lower kind of artist referred to in the RepubUc ^ 
as appealing specially to that capacity which lends itself 
so well to imitation, viz. emotion — rh ayavaKTriTiKov^ to 
OvfioeiSi^. His relation to the previous class, the inspired 
seers, is indicated in the Apology ® where Socrates declares 
that poets also ' do what they do not by wisdom but by 
a kind of nature through inspiration ', 

In the Apology, moreover, another class is found closely 
allied to the poets through this very lack of self-knowledge, 
viz. the craftsmen."^ And they occupy a corresponding 
place in the Phaedrus, being found in the next, the seventh 
class, along with ol yeopyiKoL These two kinds of manual 

* Meno 99 C, and so below, 99 E ; and in Phaedr. 244 C fMvrnHi is derived 
from fMVitc^ — (US KaKov SyroSf Utov Btiq, fioipq, ylyvrjrai, 

^ CL Rep. V. 477 A, and Soph. 248 D r^v fxtv ij/vx^ yiyvdfff/cuvj rfjv 8i oMav 
yiyvd)(rK€(r0at. ^ Tim. 71 E. * Meno 99 C ; cf. also Phaedr. 244 B. 

» Rep. X. 605 A. « Apol. 22 C. ' Apol. aa D. 
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work or ' production ' are found side by side again in the 
Sophist, where husbandry is included with plastic and 
' imitative ' arts under the general head of art which is 
'creative' {Troir\TiKr\)> Whether therefore regarded as 
' imitative ' or as resting merely upon a kind of habitual 
dexterity which is second nature,^ these arts are concerned 
only with phenomena,^ and do not lead from 'the many 
particulars of sense to the one universal of reason ', and so 
those who pursue them exercise not reason but flv/zoy. 

That the Sophist and the demagogue of the eighth class 
are closely akin may be judged from the passage in the 
Republic,* where the former are found pandering to the 
opinions of the multitude as though to * the passions of 
some great beast'; but their true relationship is more 
accurately shown in the dialogue called 'the Sophist*. 
Here the argument,^ after labyrinthine wanderings, issues 
in the conclusion that the Sophist is not only an 
imitator following opinion instead of knowledge {So^ofiL- 
firjTrj^), but one who has some suspicion of his own state, 
and so is a dissembler {dpcoviKhs /iLfiTjrrj^y This cha- 
racter he shares with the demagogue, the only difference 
being that the latter practises his arts on multitudes and in 
public, the former only in private^ So both are of those 
who nourish, and are nourished, by Tpo(p^ So^aarrfy and 
attain not to the higher place of the ideal. 

The ninth class, the last and lowest of these mental types, 
is represented by the tyrant. In the Republic ® Plato has 
portrayed him in lurid colours. He answers to the soul 
in which the charioteer has lost control,^ and the baser 
of the two steeds, i/jSpeoy kol d\a(ovda^ iraipo^, has it all 
his own way {aKipT&v ^ia (pipcrai). In such a man c/xoy,^® 

^ Soph. S19 B. ' Cf. Rep. iii, 395 D. ' Cf. Rep. x. 597 A. 

* Rep. vi. 493 A. * Soph. 267 E. * Soph. 268 A. ' Soph. 268 B. 

• Rep. ix. 573. ' Rep. ix. 571 C. " Rep. ix. 572 E ; below, 574 E, 
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if it can still be called so, reigns unbridled by reason or 
any touch of the ideal; pictured by Plato as the 'great 
winged drone ' it becomes a horrible travesty of the winged 
creature, the enlightened epcoy of the Phaedrus. 

The emotional activity of the soul has been seen to be 
concerned with sense ^ and yet tending always to pass 
beyond sense— beyond itself— into a different and higher, 
because more inclusive, form of activity. Iptoy is essentially 
an impulse, apt in appropriate surroundings to develop 
the true ^itri^y yet liable also to misdirection — capable of 
rising into f^CKoyiaQia^ or of remaining no more than 
f^ikoviKLa? It thus occupies the borderland, rh /leTa^Vj 
between the world of sense and the world of thought.^ 
There is no hard and fast line between the emotional and 
the reasoning activity, but until the latter emerges the 
mind is not full-grown, does not exist as a unity, whole and 
complete. Reason appears from this point of view as the 
outcome of So^a ; that is to say, the image or appearance of 
unity reflected on the mind from without at last becomes 
imprinted on it (KaTaSveraL eh to ii/rbs r^y V^^X^^)'* ^^^ so by 
reason of constant care and tendance {Oepaireta) * becomes 
realized— the god, as Plato would say, dwelling within, 
obtains recognition. 

As €pa)y or OviiS^ expresses the nature of this transition 
state viewed from the side of desire, so its condition viewed 
from the side of knowledge is expressed by So^a.^ 

(c) The mixed nature of 86^a appears in the Sophist and 
in the Theaetetus.^ There it has, on the one hand, all the 
aspect of a reasoned conclusion (Siavota^ dnoreXevTrjais) ; 
when the soul has been conversing with herself {Sidvoiajy 
the 'silent affirmation or denial' which results is called 
So^a.'^ Yet, on the other hand, it is seen also working 

* Cf. Theaet. 179 C. ' Tim. 90 B, ' See note i. * Rep. iii. 401 D. 
' Tim* 90 C. * Symp. 202 A. ' Soph. 263 £ ; Theaet. 190 A. 
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through sense and issuing in ' phantasy \^ that is, * image- 
making * (not necessarily limited like our word ' imagination ' 
to re-presentation, but including also presentation or 
perception — cf.^ below 266 — to ^avTaariKov is a branch of 
^ISosiKoTrouKTi), 

Earlier in the same dialogue ^ 86^a appears as a spurious 
form of thought, the result of false reasoning, produced by 
imitative arts, as e. g. in the young, who being ' far from the 
truth * are misled by their senses (Sih t&v Stcov toT^ \6y019 
yorjTcveiv) and have no hold on reality (r£j/ Si/todp €(f>d7rT€<r0ai). 

The characteristic of So^a is that it is incomplete and 
contradictory, and does not tally with facts (dvaT€Tpd(f)6ai 
ifirb rSiv kv TaTs irpd^^aiv epycdv irapayevofiivoDi/), So in the 
Republic * it is seen to include these same two elements, 
the 'faculty of proceeding by likenesses' (eiKaaia), and 
'belief {marisijf and, as being concerned only with the 
shifting {yiy€(ns:)f not with the permanent, to be inferior to 
8id]/oLu. Again, in the Theaetetus,^ it is compared to ' an 
image seen in a mirror', or to likenesses judged at a 
distance, matters in which one is liable to make mistakes, 
e. g. confusing left and right like ' putting the right shoe 
on the left foot * (&(rrr€p ol efiiraXiu {frroSov/iei/oi), ® Here 
too its mixed nature appears concerned, as in the Sophist, 
both with knowledge (or thought, Sidvoia) and with sense 
(TTcpt &v i<r/i€v T€ Kat alaOavofieOa). It is here that it is 
presented as an ' impression from without V as has been 
said before, dependent for its result on the receptivity of the 
mind itself. 

In regard to its connexion with Sidvoia or knowledge 
a difficulty arises, akin to that in Book V of the Republic,®^^ 
where opinion is seen to be neither knowledge nor igno- 

* Soph. 264 A. ' Soph. 266 E, * Soph. 234 B, C. * Rep. vii. 533 E. 
» Thcaet 193 C. • Theaet. 194 B. ' Theaet. 194 C, D, 195 A. 

• Rep. V, 477 E ; Theaet. 196 C. 
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ranee (to fiera^d ayvoias koX eina-Tijfirjsi). There seems to be 
a contradiction between error (admitted by opinion) and 
knowledge. In the Republic (477 D and foil.) the explana- 
tion offered is the one already indicated, viz. that knowledge 
and opinion are two different forms of activity [Svpdfieis), 
and so directed to different objects.^ The object of know- 
ledge is what is [rh 6v\^ unchanging and permanent, 
distinguished by its unity and simplicity (rh dXiKpivw 6v) ; ^ 
that of opinion (since it cannot be the non-existent) is of a 
mixed nature, shifting, manifold,* so that what it is at one 
time it is not at another (&[ia 6v re Kot fi^ Sy).^ This shift- 
ing diverse character reappears in the Theaetetus in Plato's 
simile of birds in an aviary.*^ Each opinion or piece of 
knowledge acquired is like a bird put into the cage.® In 
time a heterogeneous collection is gathered there — in one 
sense the mind may be said to possess them, yet in another 
sense not (Tponov [iku yip dv nov Tiva (l>atfi€v airrhv airrh^ del 
^x^iv . . . Tponov Si y dWov ovSefiiav ix^tv), for SO lopg as 
one 'tries to catch a pigeon and gets a ringtdove by mis- 
take V one can scarcely be said to be master in one's own 
aviary. Some examination and classification is necessary ; 
if the different species, for instance, were separated into their 
own flocks {kut dyiXas) and not fluttering about at random 
(fioua^ Sid iraa&v Sit]j dv ri;x<»^* neTOfiiuas), there would be 
no difficulty in distinguishing them. There must be a 
review and organization of opinions before they can de- 
velop into the permanence and unity of knowledge. ® It is as 
though a man should first learn the name of each bird and 
then proceed to classify, and so reason about the names 
(ovofidTODv yhp avfnrXoKfjv dvai Xoyov oifo-iav) ; ^ just as in the 
case of words, the elements out of which they are com- 

» Rep. V. 478 A, B. « Rep. v. 478 C, » Rep. y. 478 D. 

* Rep. V. 479 B. " Theaet. 197 E. • Theaet. 197 E. 

' Theaet. 199 B. ^ Theaet. 20a B. ' Theaet. aoa B. 



on the Development of Will 29 

posed are meaningless until united into syllables. In like 
manner the mind may possess all the elements, in the form 
of opinions (So^ai) or impressions (aiaOriTo), and yet, until 
it can fit these parts into a whole and see the meaning, the 
reason, of them, it does not ' know ' them. This confused 
unorganized nature of opinion explains its instability. In 
the Republic, Book 1 11,^ it is described as liable to be 
* stolen ' either by fraud or force (fj yo7jT€v6iuT€9 ^ fiiaa-dii^Tcs). 
And the means of the theft as there enumerated are them- 
selves a confirmation of the emotional character of So^a. 
,They are persuasion, forgetfulness, pain, pleasure, fear. 

Persuasion, Plato finds, is specially effective with chil- 
dren^ (in whom, as we have seen, Ovfio^ is predominant).^ 
It is an effect of conditions and environment, e. g. he de- 
clares that to persuade the young to good the law-giver 
must make the community unanimous.* This injunction is 
repeated in the Laws, where persuasion is to take the form 
of custom and public opinion ^ {veia-ei iO^ai kuI kiratvoLs). 

Forgetfulness, again, is characteristic of the *wild* 
element in the soul (rh dypiov). In the Republic it is the 
character described as SvaKOLv^vriro^ kol dypta^ that is, *full 
of forgetfulness' and so 'empty of knowledge' (kqOr}^ 

irXicoSy iTrKrrrjfjLrj^ Kei/os, Rep. 486 C). 

Lastly in regard to pain, pleasure, fear, and the like, S6^a, 
being itself a result of the soul's receptivity, is found liable 
in its turn to be dislodged by emotional stimulus pro- 
ducing a contrary impression. This is Plato's reason for 
demanding that there shall be no inconsistency allowed for 
the young in such matters as pleasure,^ pain, and fear,"^ 
that opinion instead of being shaken may be constantly 
confirmed. S6^a is in fact taste {t6 t edo'xnH'Ov koI da-xn/iov), 

^ Rep. iii. 413 A, • Laws ii. 663 E, 664 A ; cf. below, 664 B. 

' Rep. iv. 441 A. * Laws 664 A ; cf. also Rep. iii. 401 ; vii. 519 £. 

» Laws ii. 663 B, C. * Laws vii. 797 B, C. ^ Laws vii. 791 B. 
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and the stronger and more confirmed good taste becomes 
the less likely it is to be overthrown by any sudden access 
of passion or emotion.! 

Yet even habitual good taste can never be regarded as 
in itself entirely stable or permanent ; Bo^a^ like ?pa)y, finds 
stability (/Se/Sa/oxriy) only in the presence of the higher, or 
as Plato calls it the 'divine ', 'permanent ' element (r J a^iy^vh 
hv rrj^ '^XV^ fiipos).^ It may be said indeed to foreshadow 
'the march of the soul towards knowledge',^ and so it is that 
it sometimes appears as a sort of flash of divine intuition,* 
but such flashes are fugitive,* and if they issue in right 
action, it is none the less devoid of reason, unintelligent 

The image by which Plato describes such intuitions 
in the Meno brings us back in idea to that of the Theaetetus. 
As the birds fluttered about and refused to be caught, so 
these ' images of Daedalus ' are useless unless bound,® for 
they 'run away' and are lost (cii/ fih fifj ScSe/iiua ^ 
d7roSiSpd<rK€i kol Spair^T^iu), As opinions had to be 
reviewed and organized, so here they must be bound by 
the 'tie of the cause' (airia^ XoyCa-fjup). This divine bond is 
reason, thought'^ The soul's activity must be 'turned 
back ' upon itself,® and so become reflection^ self-examination, 
that the mind may know itself and know what it is doing 
(yv&i/ai rd re ainov Kcd iavrou). This is a different condition 
from that of the inspired persons of the Meno (99 C) who 'say 
indeed much that is true but know nothing of what they 
say '. In the Philebus this process of coming to oneself is 
connected with memory. Memory^ is there the special 
pleasure of the soul itself, i.e. the mark of a complete 

• Cf. Laws i. 633 D. « Pol 309 B. • Cratyl. 420 B. * Meno 99 C. 
'^ So above, Meno 97 £, 98 A, opinions are like the moving images of Daedalus. 

• Meno 97 E. "^ Cf. Rep. vii. 518 E. 

• So in Theaet. 198 D, of the birds ; also in Tim. 71 E, where luofruefi is 
discussed. See also 72 A. " Phil. 33 C. 
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mental activity. Yet here a distinction becomes necessary ^ 
— fit^rj/irjf the word used above for memory, means merely 
the duration of impressions of sense {a-oDTrjpiav ala-Orja-ecdsi) 
and would therefore become the ground of associative 
knowledge (56^a)— the sort of knowledge possessed by the 
' prisoners in the cave ' ^ watching the images that passed 
before them and ' remembering which of them generally 
came before or after others or at the same time '. From 
this we must distinguish dyd/ii/Tja-t^,^ recollection or reflection, 
in which the mind, independent now of impressions of 
sense (airfi h iavTfi)f recalls and uses images, returning 
as it were upon herself.* 

It is this self-awakening, this development of the final 
and complete activity of soul {dpcTfi ylrvxv^)y that occupies 
so much attention in the Republic. It is called there 
a conversion (ir^pLaycoyri) ^ — being not in fact an introduction 
of a new factor, but a direction and concentration of the 
activity {Svvafiis) already existing, a process figured by 
Aristotle as the circle, the returning of the mind into itself 
(cf. Wallace, Aristotle's Psychology, page c, Introduction). 
Plato himself employs a similar image in Book X of the 
Laws ® where, of the two kinds of motion, that which ' moves 
in one place \ i. e. * must move about a centre like globes 
made in a lathe ', is found to be ' most entirely akin and 
similar to the circular movement of mind '. But for him 
this movement also presents itself as an ascent — for 
instance, in the Symposium (iTravaPaO/iotj^while in the 
Republic '' it possesses both aspects in one — the prisoners 
in the cave must first turn round to the light and then 
struggle upwards towards it (nepLdy^iv rhv av^kva kuI 
fiaSi^eiy). The process, it is emphatically stated, is not an 

1 Phil. 34 B. 

' Rep. vii. 516 C. (Cf. Bosanquet : Companion to Plato's Republic.) 
« Phil. 34 B. * Ibid. » Rep. vii. 518 E, and 521 C. 

• Laws X. 898 A. See Jowett's translation. ^ Rep. vii. 515 C, 
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easy one ; it is ' no mere turning over of an oyster-shell ' 
{piK oa-rpdKov tiv eirj 7r€pi<rTpo(f)ifj — Rep. 521 C), and this 
appears to be said rather as a criticism on the earlier 
scheme of education, as though the task had been there 
somewhat too lightly undertaken.^ That education turns 
out to be not such as to lead to this result of conversion, 
to be directed in fact merely to the production of good 
habits. In so far it tends to harmony, yet it is a training of 
6V/169 and fpcDj rather than of reason, and so is concerned 
with the appetites and emotions and the excellences 
connected with them. 

And here, in the light of this criticism of Plato's, and 
before leaving the sphere of mere opinion and feeling, we 
may recognize a class of characters that specially belongs 
there (like the types already mentioned under cpoy), and to 
be found constantly recurring throughout the Platonic 
dialogues. It is just in such types, fashioned out of the 
living material of the world, by help of the selection and 
rejection that every artist must use when he wishes to 
present, with any meaning, a part of reality, that Plato 
develops his views about the activities of the soul. The 
type, then, that is brought to light in this criticism of the 
first education is that of the person trained from his youth 
to good habits in congenial surroundings,^ so as to possess 
what may be called 'social virtue' (SrjfioTiKfj dp^rrj). He 
faithfully reflects the notions and ways of life that surround 
him, and is by training a lover of beautiful sights and 
sounds;^ nay, he is probably also a lover of learning 
{(pL\ofia6'q9)f^ and may be so fond of argument that he 
will delight 'like a puppy' to play with opinions and 
* pull them to pieces '.^ Yet with all this he is still as it 
were in a region of darkness and dreams and shadows,® 

* Rep. vii. 521 E, 522 A. • Cf. Rep. x. 619 C. * Rep. v. 476 B. 

* Rep. V. 475 D rq> iearafjayO&vfiv xaipovrts, • Cf. Rep. vii. 539 B. 
« Cf. Rep. V. 478 C ; Pol. 277 D. 
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like a prisoner, says Plato, in an underground cave.^ 
Such people * are content to accept the notions current in 
the society in which they live, and since their taste has 
been well trained pleasure may be a very fair guide. Yet 
even their pleasure in beauty* leads them no further; for 
they spend their lives running about after these things.' 
They are like the artists who delight in mere cleverness. 
Their art is degraded to mere ' Thaumaturgy *, Plato says, 
and becomes insincere and superficial.* And the reason 
is not far to seek. These lovers of sights and sounds are 
still without the specific power ^ described in the Phaedrus 
(l/c ttoXXSj/ Ihv ala-OTJa-eoiiu €h tv Xoyia-fi^ ^vvaipov/iei/ov). 
They are still content with 'the many formulae of the 
many men*,® and therefore they are still groping in the 
twilight of opinion. Having no absolute standard^ 
they are content to balance pleasure against pleasure, in 
a manner of 'skilful weighing V an equilibrium so 
unstable as to be upset by any chance gust of caprice or 
passion. It is this ' many-coloured ' life of the emotions, 
so perilous through its lack of any unifying principle, any 
absolute and supreme rule or standard by which the worth 
of pleasure can be once for all assigned, that Plato 
condemns. He shows that it cannot in fact be a permanent 
condition, it is merely a stage either on the upward or the 
downward road. For children must after this manner be 
trained to virtue,® and yet if they grow up and still remain 
in the dreamland of their youth,® unless they find some 
rude awakening {81&, TraOrjfidTcoy dvayKa^ofiii/ovsi) they will 
drift further and further into the land of shadows, losing 

* Rep. vii. 514 A. 

' CC the description of ^X^/rooi icai <t>t\o$€&fjiov€s (Rep. v. 476 B). 

• Rep. 475 D. * Laws ii. 669 E, 670 A. 

• Rep. V. 476 B. • Rep. v. 479 D. 

^ Protag. 356 B. ' So in Laws ii. 659 £, speaking of music. 

* Cf. Soph. 934 C, D. 

C 
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hold of themselves and so of reality, until the shadow of 
death overtakes .them.^ This is the downward course 
described in Republic, Book VIII, which begins with 
' aristocracy ' and ends with ' tyranny *.* It is a degenera- 
tion arising in the first instance from the dominance of the 
* timocratic * element in the soul— that is Ovfii^ — 8ia<f>av€ara' 
Tov S' iv ain^ iariv Iv ri /jl6vov imh rod 6v/iO€iSov9 KparoOvrot, 
<f>t\ovLKiai Kal <l>i\oTL/iiai (Rep. 548 C). This is a condition 
lacking unity to begin with {fii/iLKrai ydp), and though it is 
still a disposition studious and artistic {<f>i\6/iov<rov Kal 
<f>L\r}Kooy — 548 E), through this want of unity it tends always 
to further disintegration. The balance so nicely adjusted 
swings down as the character falls under corrupting 
influences from without,^ and the man becomes a mere 
money-grubber, a ' drone in the hive \* Appetite comes 
to reign supreme in him, even 6v/i6^ is dethroned.* At 
first there will be a show of balance about him, for he 
subdues his 'unnecessary' to his 'necessary* desires 
(skilful weighing again),' but finally the invading army 
of 'many-coloured' pleasures^ disarms him and takes 
possession of the citadel of his soul.^ In their train ® comes 
a host of false and lying notions and 'opinions' which 
refuse entrance to any that are better, and all his thoughts 
and beliefs become perverted. So that insolence he 
calls 'good-breeding', anarchy 'freedom', shamelessness 
' courage '}^ As he grows older he again perhaps strikes 
a kind of balance of pleasures in that he welcomes any alike 
which chance throws in his way, and gives precedence to 
none." But ^^ he has now lost every shadow of consistency 
or unity, he is never the same person for two days 



* Rep. vii. 534 C. ' Rep. viii. 544 C. * Rep. viii. 549 B. 

* Rep. viii. 55a C. • Rep. viii. 553 C, D. • Rep. viii. 554 A. 
"f Rep. viii. 559 D. ' Rep. viii. 560 B. • Rep. viii. 566 C, D. 
" Rep. 560 E. " Rep. viii. 561 C " Rep. viii. 561 D.' 
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together. His speech and actions, like his pleasures, are 
the sport of chance. Now comes the last state of all when 
amid this wild revel of anarchy there arises one mighty 
and all-enslaving lust, ipmurk riva TrpoaTdrrfv t&p dpy&v koI 
rit Iroifia 8iau€/io/iii^v kinOvfu&v, in&rmpov Koi fiiyav Krj(l>fji/& 
TLva (572 E, 573 A). This lords it over the souV strangling 
all notions (5i£at) of good that may oppose it, and in place 
of measure filling it with madness. Truly the last state of 
the man of opinions is worse than the first, for at last, from 
the comparatively harmless life of dreams, he has reached 
a state which is nothing but a terrible nightmare.^ 

In what then, it may be asked, consists the opposite 
process to this ? Whence shall the light come that is to 
disperse the darkness and awake the soul from dreaming, 
so that it may distinguish substance from shadow and see 
all things in their true proportion ? For this, as Plato is 
always asserting, is the peculiarity of the twilight land of 
opinion : that there are no ' values ' in it ^— so that the 
great may appear small and the small great * — there is no 
sense of harmony or relationship, opinions independent 
and discrepant flutter about like birds in an aviary,* so that 
the wrong one is seized by mistake. Or again, the soul * is 
like a notebook in which the jottings of sense impression 
and memory {jivv/ii]) are illustrated — 'illuminated' as it 
were — by fancy or imagination.'' Yet these too are a mere 
jumble, there is nothing to distinguish the true from the false, 
the greater from the less. It is as though the eye grew weary 
with a kaleidoscopic variety of colours in which there was 
no 'key', no scheme, to reduce them to order. Better 
than all this, Plato seems to say, the slightest sketch in 
black and white in which the outline is simple and clear.® 

* Rep. ix. 573 B. • Rep. ix. 574 E. 

' Rep. V. 478 C yv&a^oas ^KcnrMert^, * Cf. Soph. 934 £. 

» Cf. Theaet 197 C, D. • Phil. 38 E, 39 A. 

' Phil. 39 B. » E. g. ct PhiK 58 D. 

C 2 
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Where then is the key to be found, the magic power that 
shall select this and reject that and set clear before the 
soul a scheme of thought and life ? Can pleasure be the 
determining force ? But pleasure is seen to possess just 
this bewildering and boundless variety that, characterized 
opinion.^ It offers no ground of distinction, since it 
characterizes all activity alike. Pleasui^e ^nd opinion are 
comrades,* not master and servant — xatpon^v Srav oldfi^Ba 
€5 irpdrruvy koI irrr&rav yatp(oii€v olS/ieOa (5 Trpdrreiv aS, It 
is some force ^ that we must look for, something that shall 
give form to, find unity in, impose limits upon, this bound- 
less flux, this variegated multiplicity — that, like the sun in 
the daylight world, shall dispel the dimness and bring to 
light reality. 

Thought and Reason 

The clue to such a force is found in the power of 
abstraction. Just as the artist must abstract the essential 
features of his subject,* even to the extent of rejecting 
colour and selecting only form, before he can make his 
sketch in outline, and having thus reduced the whole to 
order can at his pleasure add colours in their due place, so 
with the power of abstraction in the soul. It implies, says 
Plato,* the resolute turning, in fact the forcible dragging 
away, as it were, of the eyes from the dazzling phenomena 
of the world with its never-ceasing change and movement, 
that the soul may commune with itself in the colourless 
inwardness of thought.® 

This then is the nature of the ' conversion * of which he 
speaks, and the difficulty it involves is not far to seek. 

» Phil. 40 c, D, 31 A. 

* Cf. Laws ii. 667 E, 668 A, where pleasure and opinion are coupled. 
' Cf. PhiL 58 D TTJi ifn)xn^ ijiiSav Biivafus, 

* Cf. Rep. iri. 484 C ; Laws x. 903 D ; Gorg. 503 E. 

' Cf. Rep. vii. 518 C ; or again, in Rep. 519 A, it is the cutting off as it were 
of ' leaden weights attached to the soul at birth '. * Cf. Phaedr. 947 C. ^ 
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The material on which abstraction has to work is due to 
the constant preoccupation (?pa)y) with sight and sound 
and sense. Indeed it was the business of education * by 
means of art to foster and direct this activity, that it might 
find pleasure in all that the visible world presents. Art * 
itself is concerned with this same flux and variety, and 
therefore is of little avail to strengthen the abstractive 
power in the soul. So in the Republic the criticism of the 
first education includes this condemnation of art — alr^yhp 
ri)^(ii fidvav<roi ttov diraaai iSo^av eTvaij Rep. 522 B. 

Some other means must be found to withdraw the mind ^ 
from such preoccupation,* to give leisure for reflection, 
' bending it back ' upon itself. For this is just where the 
true nature of the soul is displayed, it appears as ' master 
of itself in this process of self-examination.* 

In order to find the appropriate nourishment® for the 
growth of this kind of activity Plato traces it back to its 
lowest manifestation, to its most elementary form (rb it>av\ov 
TovTo). And this he finds to be the power of number^ of 
counting ; for number implies difference "^ and so arouses 
wonder, and hence that questioning ® which we saw to be 
characteristic of thought or reason. This power of calcula- 
tion is just as characteristic of the inherent activity of 
soul as that of rhythmic movement or of appetite, and like 
these has means of nourishment appropriate to itself,® as 
well as its own peculiar pleasure (fiSovhs oUuasy cf. Phil. 
51 D). Such nourishment is supplied by what Plato calls 
the ' study of the one * and its infinite divisibility,^® or of 
arithmetic, the art of reckoning ; " that is to say, arithmetic 
studied not in connexion with the concrete — money, for 

» Cf. Rep. iu. 401 C. » Phil. 58 E, 59 A. 

» Cf. Phaedo 64 E, 65 A. * Phaedo 65 C. 

' Phaedo 94 C, D ; cf. Theaet. 189 £, 190 A ; also Soph. 263 E. 

* Rep. vii. 5sa B, C. "^ Rep. vii. 534 6. ^ Rep. vii. 524 C. 

• Rep. vii 524 D.' •* Rep. vii. 525 A. " Ibid. Cf. also Laws v. 747 B. 
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instance, oiK ipfjt oifSi irpdaew X^P^^t 5^5 ^ (^^^ would 
be to return to the world of sense) ^— but as a purely 
abstract science — dW Im iy irri Oiav Trjt t&v dpiO/i&v 
<f>ij(r€ci>9 i<f>tKwvrai t^ vorjaei airr^ — and as ' the easiest way 
to pass ' from the world of sense to the world of thought,* 
Now this activity once aroused becomes a motive to 
itself, it becomes actual. From being a mere capacity of 
seeing unity in diversity (as in the Phaedrus) ^ it develops 
into an active grasping at the truth (SpeyrjTai rod Sptos) and 
takes on the aspect of a passion * (imOv/iCa again). Reason, 
in fact, the full and final development of the' soul's activity, 
is as the opening of an eye, revealing those hitherto dark 
and half-blind processes by means of which the develop- 
ment itself was taking place. These take on a new mean- 
ing, each having reference now not merely to a part, but to 
the whole ; lpa>r is no longer a passion for this or that 
object, but for the truth. The very processes character^ 
f desire,* Khaxn? and nX^paxn?, directed originally to 
mere existence, life, are now seen to point also to the 
* good life ',• the ' true being * or reality of knowledge ; and 
the pleasure corresponding to this enlightened and en- 
hanced activity is characterized by a wholeness and 
completeness that gives it more reality (^ifiaiSs re koI 
KaOaph, iiSovTi)? Truth, in fact, is seen to be just this, the 
unifying principle that gives form to what was otherwise 
formless, simplicity to what was complex, wholeness to 
what was discrete. When the darkness and chaos of 
sensation yield to the twilight of opinion,® it is to herald 
the gradual dawning of this sun that is to dispel the 
shadows and show reality in its true light. 
1 This,® the source of light and existence in the world of 

jl^ Cf. Laws V. 747 B. ' Rep. 525 C. • Phaedr. 949 C 

/ * Rep. V. 475 B ; cf. 485 B, and Phileb. 58 D. » Rep. ix. 585 A, B. 

• Rep. 585 C wdcriys ^ptriiij and cf. 353 E for &p€Tfi as representing * good life '. 

' Rep. ix. 586 A. » Rep. v. 478 C. » Rep. vi. 508 C, E. 
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thought, as the sun in the visible world, is called by Plato 
the ' Idea of the Good '— i^ tov dyaOov ISia. For the Good ^ 
is for him just that harmony and simplicity which, as was 
said at the beginning, is the actual 0tf<nr of the whole. 
The Greek word I8ia (it is perhaps hardly necessary to 
note) has a much looser meaning than the English word ; 
it connotes classification, unification. The variety of its 
application can hardly be better illustrated than by the 
passage in the Theaetetus where Plato uses ISia of the 
mind itself.* Yet even here the word certainly seems to 
connote unity, the mind being that which unifies the 
multiplicity of sense. Again ISia is the essential or per- 
manent element^ in each thing which makes it possible 
to compare and classify,* and so lies at the root of 
all thought and reason.^ 

This is the character of ISia as, for instance, opposed 
to ata-Orja-i? or 86^a. These (like the indistinguishable 
shapes of twilight) have no distinctive value,* no common 
or absolute standard by which their relative positions are 
assigned. Hence it is that to those who live by opinion,* 
following ' the many formulae of the many men *, the world 
lacks coherence, is a mere chance jumble of phenomena ; 
in the half light shadow and substance are confounded, and 
there is no recognized pattern {TrapdSuyfia) of truth and 
reality.'' Such have no permanence or certainty or 
consistency of character, they do not *know what they 
know ' (cf. Char. 167), they take up a wrong opinion and 
mistake it for knowledge ® ; they are different persons at 
different times. So in Protagoras' supposed argument 
as stated by Socrates in the Theaetetus • a man maybe 
said to 'know and not to know at the same time*— and 

* Of. Phil. 65 A, and 66 A. • Theaet. 184 D. • Parm> 135 C. 

* Farm. 133 A. ' Theaet. 159 £, 160 A, 161 D. * Rep. v. 479 A and D. 
^ Rep. vi 484 C. ' Theaet. 194 B, 199 A. ' Theaet 166 B. 
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can scarcely be admitted to be ' one at all and not rather 
many and infinite as the changes which take place in him \ 
But once let him get a grip of reality and all falls into 
place—i. e. let him get an insight into some underlying 
principle, even in his play ^ (as one might recognize the 
sun by seeing it reflected in water — h CSaa-i ^avrdajiara 
airoOf Rep. 516 B), and knowledge will become a real thing 
to him, he will begin to see the ' whole ' in the *,all \^ and 
so becoming truly KSa-fuo? and avvtmriKS^ (Rep. 537 C) will 
be able to envisage ' all time and all existence *. Thus the 
supreme I8ia or cKor is the ideal or perfect form of know- 
ledge which would render intelligible the whole of reality, , 
as partial sciences render it already in part. Every | 
possible perception, thought, feeling, motive, would thus be 
reasonable, i. e. would be recognized for what it was, and 
so find its meaning in the whole. This is why 1^ rod iyaOov 
iSia is conceived as the form of scientific knowledge, no' 
less than as enlightening the individual reason. In the 
Phaedo^ Socrates finds fault with Anaxagoras and the 
physical philosophers for ' handling things blindly, as if in 
the dark* (^lyXa^Si^er Sairep iv aK&rei), and it is just 
because they have missed this, the only true source of 
light.* In the Politicus * the only efficient method of science 
is to proceed by cfiSiy, by abstraction and reason; things 
of sense are in themselves an insufficient guide, for ' the 
greatest and noblest truths have no outward images of 
themselves visible to man *. • Just so it is by means of 
this ISia that a man is set above the petty rivalries* and 
conceits of ordinary life "^ (expressed by such maxims as 
' every man for himself * — ndvTcnv fiirpov dvOpomos^ or ^1X09 

^ Cf. the recommendations in Rep. 536 D and 537 C ; cf. also Lawsxii. 965 C* 
' Theaet. 204 B ; cf. also Rep. 486 A. * Phaedo 99 B. * Pbaedo 99 C. 
» Pol. 285 A ; Phil. 16 C, and above (i6 B). • Pol. 285 E, 286 A. 

"^ So of the prisoners who had been released from the cave and had seen the 
light of the sun (Rep. vii. 516 D) ; and cf. 586 B of the opposite state. 
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ain^ nas dvOpmro? 0i/(rei — Laws 731 E), through the per- 
ception of what is the common end of all, an absolute 
standard by which the value of each thing is determined, 
which therefore makes it what it is — gives it its essential 
nature.^ This character appears in regard to every form 
of activity, whether it be displayed in the pursuit of the 
'necessary pleasures*^ of appetite or in the guise of 
emotion or opinion. Opinion, for instance, may be about 
what is to happen {86^ai ii€XX6yTa>y), so resolving itself into 
hope or fear, cheerful courage or blank despair. But in 
every case it is reason that gives the clue to truth, 
'judging which of them is better or worse,* ^ by reference 
to the standard which it alone possesses {fi tov ii^rpiov 

The notion of an absolute standard, a common law under 
which all phenomena are united Plato found, as we saw, 
first awakened by means of number. And a study of 
arithmetic and the other abstract sciences strengthens this 
capacity by drawing the mind away from what is parti- 
cular and variable to what is general and permanent.*^ 
This process of abstraction is figured as a constant dia- 
logue of the mind with itself,® in which parts are being 
continually discriminated in a whole,'' in fact he calls this 
activity dialectic® (a term connoting such a process), by 
whose consummation *the essence of each thing' and its 
place in the whole are conceived. Only in so far as this 
is attained can a man be said, in Plato's phrase, to possess 
'mind' (vovsi)? Unless he can distinguish the universal 
principle and hold to it through all that may beset him 

* Rep. vii. 517 C. 

' £. g. in Phil. 63 B, C, it is the presence of such knowledge that enables 
these pleasures to be distinguished. ' Laws i. 644 C, D. 

^ Pol. 283 D, £, 284 A, where the existence of such a standard is asserted. 
" Rep. vii. 525 C • Soph. 263 E. ^ Soph. 253 D, 254 A. 

• Soph. 253 D; Rep. vii. 534 B. • Rep. 534 B. 
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he has no grasp of reality, he is still in the land of 
shadows.^ 

/ But this activity, whether it be called dialectic, reason, 
/ abstraction, or thought, was concerned, we saw, with the 
I whole soul {^i>v 8Xff rg yjrvxv rrepiaKriov eTyai, Rep. 518 C). 
I It takes up the process of assimilation no longer in 
y a haphazard and groping fashion, but as consciously 
Vaiming at a conceived perfection.^ This is made evident 
in the language of the Republic : the ' Idea ' or Form of 
the Good is not only the standard of reason and thought, 
but the aim {a-KonSs) of desire and of conduct* It is of the 
nature of an end — self-sufficing and complete (avrtfpic?/?),* 
— that perfection of its own nature at which every creature 
aims ^ — for it is * the nature of the soul's activity to desire 
the truth ' (irc^v/ce ttj? yjrvxv^ dvya/iis kpav t€ tov dXrjBovs) and 
to do everything for the sake of it {koX trdvO' iveKa roihov 
irpdTT€Lv),^ i.e. it is the motive of conduct, not a passive 
idea in the mind, but active, seeking realization in act— as 
in the Phaedo in the exercise of reason the soul is grasping 
after truth (orav dpiyrfrai rod Sm-os).'^ The other and lower 
forms of psychical activity were also aiming at the realiza- 
tion of ^v(n9f but as it were blindly groping after it in the 
dark. Now it is as though a man walking in his sleep 
should suddenly awake to the direction of his movements :® 
there is no more drifting when reason takes the helm (yoDs 
irvxv^ Kvpcpv^TTj^ — Phaedrus 247 C). 



The Will 

It is in some such wholeness of mental activity, in that 
Which is the expression of the whole self, that Plato finds the 
exercise of Will. In the Gorgias he states plainly enough 
that no basis for will is to be found in So^aij mere emotional 

1 Rep. 534 C. • Rep. 490 A, B. • So in Rep. vii. 519 C. 

* Cf. Phil. 67 A, 60 C. « Phil. 22 B. • Phil. 58 D. 

^ Phaedo 65 C ; cC Rep. 485 D. * Cf. Pol. 277 D, 278 E. 
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impulses and impressions. Tyrants,^ he says there, do 
what thus impresses them at the moment (i ti &y airroh 
SS^jj PtKrioTov €hai), and yet their will is not concerned in 
it (oiSkv &y PoiXovTai). In the RepubUc ^ there occurs an 
almost identical statement, 1) Tvpayvov/iiyrf dpa yfrvxtj (JKiara 
iroi^<r€i & iy jSovXiy^g, and, as in the Gorgias the condition 
is ascribed to absence of reason, yov?, so here it is due to 
a want of wholeness (cby nepl S\rj9 dTr^Ty ^XV^)* The 
tyrant stands for the mind that is not master of itself, but 
its own slave.^ (The Greek phrases that correspond to 
these — Kp^Crrooy iavroVf ijiroDy iavrov^ — show more of the 
imphed truth, since they possess also the meaning ' better 
than oneself and 'worse than oneself; that is to say, the 
way for a man to make the best of himself, to realize his 
own nature, is also that described as ' self-mastery *.) 

The contrast of slavery and freedom in regard to 
character and action is one that constantly recurs in the 
Platonic dialogues. So, for instance, ' virtue ' itself may be 
of a slavish kind (i. e. if it lack thought, if>p6yrj<ri9) ; * those 
who have no grasp of truth are accused of dyeXcvOepiaf^ 
and lawyers, as mere sharp men of the world, are, as 
compared to philosophers who strive after reality, &9 oUiTai 
irpb? iXevBipovfJ In the Laws the statement is made that 
' to conquer oneself is the best of all victories, to be worsted 
by oneself the basest of all defeats \® 

The fundamental difference between the two kinds of 
' defeat * or * victory V between the real freedom and the 
false, is put concisely in the Republic — it is the difference 
between being 'king of oneself and 't3n-ant of oneself.^® 
The tyrannical man thinks himself free,^^ but in fact his 

1 Gorg. 466 D. » Rep. ix. 577 E. » Rep. ix. 577 D. 

* Cf, Rep. iv. 431 A. • Phaedo 69 B. 

* Cf. Rep. vi. 486 B, where the converse statement is made. 

^ Theaet. 173 C| D, 173 A ; cf. also Symp. aio D. * Laws L 6a6 £. 

» Rep. iv. 430 E. " Rep. ix. 580 C. 

^^ Cf. Rep. viii. 561 D (though here he is still in the * democratic' stage). 
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nature is so chaotic and diverse (7roi/c/Xor) ^ that he cannot 
be said to possess a self (iavrov &v aKpdroDp),^ whereas the 
true or kingly ruler, while free from the claims of ambition, 
acknowledges himself the servant of the guiding principle 
or law.^ A similar contrast is drawn out in Book IX * in 
regard to the ' three-fold creature ', between the state of 
freedom which is licence and enmity, where the beasts are 
free to drag the man whither they will and all may ' bite 
and devour each other', and the opposite, which is the 
reign of law and friendship. Here again the contrast is 
between variety and simplicity, the clash and chaos of 
anarchy and the simplicity and ' continence ' (kyKpdTeia) of 
order, so that the one is seen to be the distortion and 
enslavement, the other the free development, of 0t5<ri9. 
Simplicity is in fact for Plato an equivalent of freedom — 
freedom from alloy and admixture, and so purity ; * free- 
dom from random and contradictory impulse, and so 
singleness,® as of movement in a straight line (r5 eiOi) ; "^ yet 
directed by a necessity within, not by coercion from with- 
out.® Freedom • in this sense is the result always of some 
guiding principle or law (cxoi^or kv avT& t5 0€tou dpy^ov)^ 
hence av^X^vO^pta is equivalent to dvapxia^ 'excess of 
freedom ' issues in ' excess of slavery \^^ 

In order then that a mind may be free to will in any 
practical sense, it must have this character of simplicity, it 
must be directed as a whole towards the attainment of its\ 
object," and this, Plato says, can only be when thoughD\ 
and reason are in the ascendant.^^ The real end, all mei/ J 

* Cf. Rep. viii. 561 E. -• Rep. ix. 579 C. • Rep. vii. 540 D, E. 

^ Rep. ix. 589 Ay B ; cf. for the first state the democratic city of Rep. 569 £, 
563 A, B. » Cf. Phaedo 69 C. 

' Laws i. 635 D dirXws di^Spcroi Kal i\€v0ipioi ; cf. Rep. 549 B ttXiicpivijs vph 
dp^Tiji/, ' Theaet. 173 A. • Cf. Rep. vii. 540 D, E roi^ry vinjp€TowT€s, 

^ Rep. ix. 590 D ; cf. Protag. 326 D. " Rep. viii. 564 A ; Laws 699 E. 

" Gorg. 507 D navra €« rovro tcL avTov avvnivovTa, * Rep. 58a D. 



on the Development of Will 45 

agree, is th^ *Good', this it is which gives Form and 
wholeness. The intervening objects of endeavour, the 
means, ra ii€Ta^v, are as it were parts of the whole — its 
' content ', and reason alone is the power of discrimination 
that can duly analyse the whole into its parts, and again 
give each part its place in the whole.^ It is only through 
reason that the individual So^ai ^ (e. g. resolutions ^ to do this 
or that) can find the truth they aim at, and play their part 
in developing the scheme of the whole. ' The prayer of 
a fool,' says Plato, ' is full of danger, being likely to end in 
the opposite of what he desires/ * 

So, on the one hand, there is the assertion of the universal 
form of will, that all voluntary action is directed to the 
good ^ — and on the other, that actions are not in themselves 
good or bad,® but only according to that which directs 
them; and the co-ordination of these two statements 
seems to be this, that if the motive be the Idea of Good, 
only then will the means be rightly chosen ; if not, the 
separate acts or resolutions have no standard to guide 
them,*^ and the life, aiming at no clear end, is the sport of 
chance. 

So to say that all men will the good, is only to say 
that all men have reason. The one as well as the other 
may be latent, inactive, and until the sun appears above 
the horizon — until the Good appears in consciousness — 
darkness, or at best twilight, will be the condition of the 
soul.® Such a consciousness of the End is reflection, is 
self-knowledge,' since it involves recognition of the true 

» So in Phfl. x6 C, D, E. • Of. Theaet aoa B, C. » C£ p. 17, note 5. 

« Laws iii. 688 B. " Meno 78 A ; Phil, aa B. 

« Symp. z8i A ; Euthyd. a8i D, £. 

^ Cf. Rep. vii. 519 C, 561 B, C ; so in PhiL 30 D, 31 A, mind is of the nature of 
cause, and so rules or guides ; cf. a8 E. 
* Tlie sort of day-dreamer described Rep. v. 458 A. 
' Cf. Phil. 48 C, 49 A, where the opposite condition is recognized as vicious. 



46 Plato* s Psychology in its r bearing 

aim of self. That is to say, it is as the self is known, is 
• mastered \ in the whole and in detail, that will develops.^ 
In the Laws Plato returns to this notion of self-mastery * 
and illustrates, by a vivid simile, its relation to reason. 
Man is there conceived as a ' puppet of the Gods*, ' having 
'affections' in him, 'like cords and strings which pull 
different and opposite ways and to opposite actions*.* 
The 'one among these cords that every man ought to 
grasp and never let go * is ' the sacred and golden cord of 
reason'— 'with this he must pull against all the rest', 
which are ' hard and of iron '.* Being thus softer than the 
rest the golden principle must ' needs have ministers to 
help it in vanquishing the others*. Here Plato clearly 
indicates that a condition of self-mastery is the result of 
a growth of mind, needing special conditions for its develop- 
ment,® and not to be looked for in the earlier stages ; as 
also when he describes the drunkard who has no control 
of himself as ' returning to the state of soul in which he 
was when a young child '.'' So, though no man is willingly 
bad,® or of his own accord injures • the self within him, 
yet on the other hand no man is good, realizes and orders 
and organizes his true self, unconsciously'^^ — instinctively" 
or by accident. Indeed, in the Charmides, Plato almost 
sgems-to allow the conclusion that awifypwrivrjy self-mastery, 
w^5etf knowledge. This word (roi>^po<r6y7j stands, perhaps, 
more than any other in the Platonic dialogues,^* for the Ckiod 

' Rep. iv. 449 C, D ; c£ below, 443 B. 

3 Laws i. 645 B. * Laws i. 644 E (cf. also 803 C). * Ibid. 

* Laws. i. 645 A. 

^ Rep. iv. 431 A, B. Note the word iucSXaaTOv implying need of training or 
correction, /cdXatrn. ^ Laws i. 645 £. 

* Laws V. 731 C, ix. 860 D ; Protag. 345 E. • Apol. 25 D. 
» Charm. 164 A. 

^^ Also Laws iv. 710 A, where the vulgar conception of txwtppoffiivri is distin* 
guished as having just this instinctive character. 

^' So in Gorg. 504 B it corresponds to rdfif, the scheme or law that 
governs a work of art. 
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Will, the aspect of fPpSvTjcri? viewed from the side of desire 
and as displayed in conduct (so that as ifxo? is to So^a, so is 
a-a>(f>po<rvvTi to (I>p6vrf<ns). It is the law of the soul/ which it 
must follow just as the artist or craftsman must follow the 
law of his craft, but a law here become explicit, and so 
the source of all ' reasonable * action.^ <r<x^po<ruvri is the 
conscious acceptance and preservation of that 'normal' 
state in which emotion and desire are subordinate,* con- 
scious, i. e. the mastery of self by self, ' training and being 
trained by oneself,* as Plato says in the Timaeus.* Being 
thus the attainment of harmony in the self {^vfi(fxov(f rivl 
Kal Ap/jtovia rrpo<rioiK€, Rep. 430 E), <nxi(f>po(ruvri is always 
emphatically of the whole {81 Skrjs dr^x^w TiraraL\^ and 
answers to the exercise of reason.® But as reason and 
thought may be regarded specially as the organization of 
opinion,*^ so may o-w^poo^^ be looked upon as the appear- 
ance of the guiding principle in I/m»s ® itself (yew^o-ar vovv)^ 
The instinctive impulse of attraction to what seems beautiful 
becomes a conscious striving after an ideal perfection. As 
before, it is the enlightenment of the blind ^° impulses by the 
' Idea of the Good \^^ It is the wholeness and completeness 
of this, its self-sufficiency {aiTdpKua\ that gives wholeness 
and completeness to the self" through assimilation. So the 
^LX6a'o<l>oT of Rep. 485 B, who is am^ptov^ is at once a whole- 
hearted lover and a lover of the whole ^® — he loves the 
whole of truth {ndariT dXrtOeiai) and his desires are wholly 
directed into this channel (Haircp^cvua iKeia^ dir^X'fr^viievov),^*^ 
Desire in this final sense is not merely a general term for 
various kinds of mental activity, but expresses the fusing of 

1 Cf. Gorg. 506 £, 583 £. 

' CC Gorg. 507 B, C (reasonable because virtuous ; cC Phaedo 69 B). 

• Rep. iv. 430 E. * Tim, 89 D. • Rep. iv. 431 E, 43a A. 

• Laws iii. 693 C. ' CC Rep. vi. 508 D ; Pol. 378 A. 

• Rep. iii. 403 A, 490 A, B. * Repw vi 490 B. 

*• Rep. vi. 484 C ; cf. also 506 C " Rep. vii. 540 A. 

" Rep. iii. 387 D. " Rep. vi. 485 B and D. " Ibid. 
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the different forms into a whole. The pleasure which is 
the fulfilment of such desire is of a corresponding character. 
In the passage from the Republic (490 B) noted above ^ 
the realization of self in the complete activity of reason is 
marked by cessation of pain {y^vvfiaa^ vovv koI dXrjOeiay . . . 
oStoo Xrjyoi dSivo^, irplv 8' off). This is the same state that 
is described in the Philebus * as ' a union of wisdom and 
pleasure * — there (where, in the enumeration of the ' finite, 
the infinite, the union of the two, and the cause of the 
union*, it belongs to the 'third class') it is a 'union of 
finite and infinite '. Pleasure at last loses its ' formless ' ^ 
nature and, being no longer partial but of the whole, comes 
to have a share in truth and reality. The statement is 
more fully explained later in the Dialogue,* where the 
question is raised as to the kind of pleasure that is united 
to wisdom, and the answer given from both points of view 
is the same. Pleasure* demands some discriminating 
power, some criterion, to assign its limits; and wisdom,® on 
the other hand, finds that it cannot coexist with pleasures 
which are excessive — ' very great and strong,* /liyia-Tai Kal 
o-^oSpSraTai. In this mixture the essential character is 
truth, simplicity, measure,'^ the reality that corresponds 
only to reason. Without it there is chaos (orrfo-^y), the form 
of the true nature is not discerned — the 'good * that belongs 
to it (rt irore iv t€ dyOpwjrco Kal rS naprl rr€<f>vK€y dyaOhv Kal 
Tiva ISeay adrfiv elyaC ttotc navrevriov) ;^ the result is a 'dis- 
orderly jumble disordering the possessor of it V there is no 
self knowledge. In the Republic ^° again reason is the only 
' instrument of judgment * (81' o5 Set opydvov Kpiv€<r0ai) by 
which pleasures are discriminated and a real power of choice 
is exercised ; self-mastery implies a discrimination of all the 

1 Of. p. 4a, note a. • Of. Phil, a? D. » Phil. 31 A. * PhiL 6i C. 

• Phil. 63 B,C. • Phil. 63 C, 64 A. » Cf. below, 64 D. 

• Phil. 64 A. » Phil. 64 E. w Rep. ix. 58a D. 
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various forms of self-activity.^ And in the Laws too it 
is the yielding to pleasure that is described as the most 
conspicuous and shameful loss of will.^ 

We are thus brought back to the indissoluble relation- 
ship between a-axf^poovi^rf and ^pSyrfo-is ^ — between conduct 
and reason, self-control and self-knowledge.* It is the purg- 
ing process of vov? at work on opinion that clears the ' eye 
of the soul' to behold its own true image.*^ The appropriate 
emotion, when Ov/iS? finds its place as the ally of reason, 
that marks this awakening, is shame — ala-xvyrj, alSm — 
characteristic always of aoa^f^poirtivri as modesty, moderation, 
and no less the companion of <f>p6vri<n9.^ The opposite 
condition to vov^ — dvoia — is for Plato closely akin to in- 
sanity t'^j'ust as we should deny the possession of will® 
to a man of unsound mind, so would he to the man who is 
&V0V9 — mindless — or d/iaO^^ — ignorant. It is because of 
dfiaOiay says Socrates in the Protagoras,® that a man loses 
control of himself; or again, as he says earlier in the 
dialogue,^® it is through lack of knowledge that men err 
in that on which depends the whole conduct of life, viz. 
the choice of pleasures and pains. This somewhat crude 
statement, making wisdom a mere matter of 'skilful 
weighing V^ reappears in a more serious form in the Repub- 
lic, where the whole of life is seen to be actually a training 
of the power of choice, and all education directed to this 



^ Rep. 58a (A-E). s LaW^ i. 633 £. * Laws iii. 693 C. 

* Rep. 59X B ; also 586 D kmOvidcu, • . . rg kmfninxQ Ka\ Xirf^ MficvM rcLs 
d\rj$€(rTdTas (ij^wds) Xippovrui cf. 583 B. These 'unreal' pleasures are 
vXtfp^fA&ra of a partial activity not of the whole self, so dv€v Xoyiafiov re leal vov 
(586 D), whereas ry <pi\oa6(ft^ ivo/iirris dvdffrjs t§s ^vx^ • • • (£)• 

'^ Soph. 230 C, D ; Rep. 527 D, and Phaedo 69 C, in all of which this con- 
ception of tciBapffis occurs. 

* Of the good steed in Phaedr. 953 D, £ ; of the wild beast let loose, Rep. iz. 
571 C ; cf. also Laws 647 D. 

' Tim. 86 B. • Tim. 72 A. 

* Protag. 358 C. " Protag. 357 D ; and above, 357 A. " Protag. 356 B. 
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end^ And elsewhere there occurs a further correction of 
this rough and ready notion of the Protagoras. The know- 
ledge ^ required to keep a man straight (eiOvvaiy KaropOovy^ 
cf. Prot. 326 D) is no mere cleverness, Seiy&rri?, it is no mere 
acquisition of dexterity or skill. For, let the excellence of 
hand or weapon be what they will, the marksman's eye is 
the essential thing if he would find his aim ; ^ he wills to 
accomplish this, but his will can only be effective in so far 
as these two, hand and eye, are in accord.* In this sense 
misconduct is always ' aberration ', ignorance means absence 
of will because absence of unity and organization.* And 
yet there seems to be a possibility of some kind of mean 
state which may be a sort of ignorance and yet not actual 
ard(n9. This is even suggested by a comparison of the 
'skilful weighing' of the Protagoras with the reasoned 
judgment of the Republic : the one is a result of experi- 
ence and practice (kinrupta kol Tpifirj), the sort of thing 
Plato would condemn as * false art ',® the other a matter of 
understanding and science (eTria-Trifiij), "^Spurious arts 
arrive at their conclusions by a sort of * rule of thumb ' or 
shrewd guess-work (rats rfj? (TToyoumKrj^ npo<rxpa>/iiuov9 
Svifdfi€<rip)f and such is the ' hit or miss ' method of conduct, 
which without reasoned knowledge may sometimes never- 
theless hit the mark. In the Sophist ® precisely this con- 
dition is described, and distinguished, as outward de- 
formity and distortion (aji^rpta, afa-xo?), from the inward 
state of disease {vSa-os) and disintegration {<rrd(n^y The 
latter alone is marked off as vice — Trovrjpia — and seems to 
answer to the * insane ' condition that altogether lacks will, 
for the former is described as 'aiming at a mark and failing 



» Rep. X. 618 B, C. * Theaet 176 B, C. » Cf. Soph, aaS C. 

* Soph. 328 D tfwx^v &v6r}rov Afitrpov Oeriov, 

* Rep. iv. 444 A, B, and below, D. • Cf. Gorg. 465 A. 

' Phil. 55 E. • Cf. Soph. 2a8 C, D. » Soph. 227 E, 228 A, C 
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to hit it ' ; ^ it has the appearance at any rate of a whole- 
hearted though misdirected activity. This, Plato says,^ is 
* ignorance ' which men ' will not allow to be vice, because 
existing only in the souV? The defect, that is to say, 
lies within ; will of this kind rests, by hypothesis, on no 
basis of reflection, no reference to an absolute standard * (it 
is iyi^rpoi)? It answers to what has been already called 
' associative knowledge ' (p. 31) ; dependent entirely on the 
concrete — on its own individual experiences, necessarily 
so partial — and unable to reason from these to a general 
principle, it is constantly liable to error.® For this ' em- 
pirical practice of the senses ' ^ (r<3:y ala-Orja-ei? KaTafi€X€Tdy 
ifiweipia) fnay work evil as well as good in the development 
of mind.® The fact on which it relies, viz. that all experi- 
ence leaves its mark, may lead to such distortion of the 
soul's nature ® as to destroy the very power of choice.^® That 
this does not more often happen is due solely to the fact 
that the right kind of experience is supplied and leaves its 
own traces behind (rrapaSeiyfiara ^)}^ By constant habitua- 
tion (€V7J0€Lay^ even the blind hand may thus acquire skill 
to hit the mark. This kind of will then, if it can be called 
such, acts as it were from without, is in fact merely 'social' 
(SrjfioTLKfi dpeTTJ) — the reflection in the individual of the will 
of the community.^^ It is the sort of will displayed by 
' bees or ants ', not a distinctive capacity of human nature.^* 
As such it has little of truth or stability ; it must either de- 

^ Cf. Soph. 2a8 C. ' Soph. aa8 E. 

^ Such at least is the meaning Jowett allows to the passage. 

* Rep. vi. 505 E. • Soph. aa8 D. • Rep. ix. 584 E, 586 A. 

' Phil. 55 E. • Rep. iii. 409 A, B. • Rep. 409 B ; Laws 728 A, B, C. 

^° Cf. Theaet. 173 A (of those trained in the law courts) to kKtvOepoy iuf^rjTaif 
iivayica^ovaa vpArrtiv CKoXid. ^ Laws iii. 679 C. 

" The accepted meaning of the word €V7i0tta — simplicity, foolishness — serves 
to bring out the antithesis between mere habit and reason. 

" Phaedo 8a B ; ct also Rep. 619 C (of the man who chose the tyrant's lot). 

" Phaedo 8a B. 
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generate or develop. So it is that Plato distinguishes 
within it a better and a worse. The worse kind of dyvoia, 
he says, is that self-ignorance which mistakes itself for know- 
ledge.^ This will easily develop into arda-i? and irovriptay for 
the man who thinks he knows will not hesitate to set himself 
up against the laws ^ ' like a rival craftsman *, committing 
so ' the very worst kind of error *, i/iapTrj/jLaTo? ifidprrjfia 
iroXKairXdaiov (Pol. 300 B). On the other hand, a con- 
sciousness of ignorance is, at once, an advance towards 
knowledge,^ a first step on the way to the attainment of 
will * in the due co-ordination of means to ends. This must 
be aroused by free discussion, by a sifting of accepted 
opinions and notions,* in fact by the process already de- 
scribed {see above, p. 49) as the only means of purging 
the ' instrument of judgment *. So reason is after all 
necessary to any stable development of will. Not only so, 
but in this intermediate and unstable state it is easy to re- 
cognize the characteristic features of 86^a.^ That too was 
a kind of * aiming at a mark ' (to^ov fioXij),'^ but unenlight- 
ened and liable to error, emotional, swayed by pleasures 
and pains, a state characteristic of children and even 
animals (as here of 'bees and ants'). As reason and 
thought correspond to real will so the spurious kind 
of will is found to correspond to the spurious kind of 
thought. 

Individual will seems in this conclusion required to 
transcend mere habit as enforced by the general will and 
expressed in law and custom. This gives to laws,® in 
their demand for unreasoning obedience, the aspect of 

* Soph, aag C ; cf. Laws ii. 670 C ; Theaet 176 D, 177 A. 

* Like the 9rj/uovpy6t of Protag. 327 C ; cf. the true craftsman of Pol. 397 A. 

' Apol. 93 B. * Meno 84 B, C, the recognition of difficulty rouses will. 

» Theaet. 150 C. 

' Theaet. 176 B, the motive of action is mere U^Oj appearance, tva /xi) Kcucbsital 
Ua dyaBds 8o«J €Tyai ; cf. Rep. vi. 505 D. ' Cratyl. 420 C. ■ Pol. 294 C. 
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cramping and hindering the free development of mental 
activity. And a certain truth is found to underlie this view. 
Laws purport to be of the nature of the changeless while 
they belong to the region of change. It is only the ideal 
itself that can possess this permanent character, and be in 
very truth and by its own nature (as ISio^ all-embracing ; ^ 
it is this only by which every individual act could be 
recognized in its true meaning.^ Law in fact, as it deals 
with the world of changing phenomena, ought to be of the 
nature of an art, admitting a constant progress towards 
the realization of an ideal ; ^ only as such would it represent 
will guided by intelligence.* But this is almost incom- 
patible® with the essential element of custom, by which 
alone its ascendancy has to be gained. Hence written law 
is inevitably a sort of compromise, and to follow it is, 
as Plato says, only ' the second best way ' — Sevrepos nXovs.^ 
Its justification lies in the fact, so clearly and constantly 
affirmed by Plato, that only a few minds reach anything 
like a complete development.'' Those few who do attain 
to an unclouded vision of the ideal use that as an unerring 
guide in all their actions,® but to others it appears only in 
' copies * ; * not having a guiding principle within they must 
make shift to accept guidance from without,^^ which in 
time comes to leave its mark upon them " and so to furnish 
them with a secondary kind of self-guidance. This is the 
8€VT€po9 ttXow of that written and customary law which * it 
is within the power of any one who will to learn for 
himself." 

» Of. Rep. 517 C. " Rep. vi. 500 D; Pol. 294 B. » Pol. 997 A. 

* Ibid., rd fierd vov koL riyyiis ducau^rarov, 

' Pol. 300 £ ; cf. above, 999 C, D"irdrpta tl$rj» 

* Pol. 997 D, and below, 300 B, C ; cC also above, 399 £. 

^ Cf. above, p. aa, note 8. * Rep. 540 A ; Pol. 300 C, D. 

* Pol. 300 B fUfA^fMTa t5$ &Krj0€ias, *" Rep. ix. 590 D. 

^^ Cf. Rep. 619 C €$€i dpcr^/icrciAi/^ra. This is why the law-giver is 5ijfuovpy^ 
iptrrjs Rep. 500 D. *' Pol. 299 C. 
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Yet here we discern a crux. Man is for Plato the 
outcome of society, no less than society of man.^ How 
then, if the law represents only 86^a and Srf/ioTiKfj dperij^ is 
there to be any development of that more complete 
activity which issues in reason and will ? Law is the will 
of the community, and the will of the community makes 
the will of the individual.* The old difficulty has to be 
faced of the impossibility of an equation between whole 
and parts. 

In the first place the very existence of law implies 
a certain stage of mental activity ® — and a stage which is 
itself transitional. The law-abiding mind has already 
emerged from the condition of arda-is. In that state there 
was no suggestion of order or harmony, no consistency 
— all was in such chaos that there was no possibility of 
receiving impression, of taking form from without, no 
capacity for friendship or social life.* Such a character is 
anti-social, essentially selfish and individualistic; being 
impervious to persuasion and opinion it cannot in any true 
sense form part of a community, and if present in it is 
a disintegrating element, a standing menace until it is 
either annihilated or reformed.^ In the latter case there 
is developed, by the awakening of the latent receptivity of 
emotion, the sense of rhythm and order.® The mind 
becomes open to persuasion, receptive of impressions, and 
through sympathy grows to a sense of membership and 
community.'' Whereas the lower nature was like a wild 
beast that could only be kept chained up,^ this is like an 



* Rep. viii. 544 D ; cf. vii. 520 A. 

' So in the ironical description in Rep. vi. 492 B, C. 

' Pol. 309 A <l>va€is . • . Ikco/oI . . . Bi^aaOcu ^vfi/u^tv vpos dWTJkas, 

* Pol. 308 £ fjiij iwafiivovs itoivcjyetv ; cf. also the man described in Gorg. 507 £ 
as A]7(fTov fiiov (av who is also Koivcuvtiv dBtjvaros. 

* Laws ix. 862 C, E ; Pol. 308 E, 309 A ; Soph. 229 A ; Gorg. 505 B, 

* Gorg. 506 E, 507 D. ' Rep. 46a B. » Tim. 70 E. 
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animal whose intelligence can be tamed and trained to 
habits of obedience.^ 

This then is the state of Srj/ioTiKfj dper'^, but it is itself 
transitory, tending always to develop or degenerate. 
This has already been recognized as its character whether 
distinguished as 86(a or as the spurious kind of will ; it is 
a stage of growth which has latent within it the germ, as it 
were, of the completer nature. That, Plato says emphati- 
cally, is never destroyed,^ always present it makes itself 
felt in the transition which inevitably takes place,^ either 
as an increased sharpness and keenness in the region of 
associative knowledge* (o^lcoy 810 pa ravra €<f>' A tirpanTai)^ 
or® as apower of grasping the reality (ri dXrjOrj) which gives 
to that its meaning. 

To make clearer this process of development, as it takes 
place in the community, it may be viewed from another 
side, viz. as the emergence of the idea {ISia) of the Self and 
what it includes. The lowest or anti-social stage is like that 
of the third form of soul described in the Timaeus (77 B) — 
arpa<f>€VTL avrS kv iavT& nepl iavrS, rfjv fikv e^toOey d7rcoa'afiev(p 
KLvrjcriVy Tfj Sk oUda XPW^H'^^^P — ^o claim is admitted from 
without, but '^ all is self, or taken to belong to it {ocKcTovy or 
rather tSiov). Hence there is no limit, no satisfaction to 
desire,® its character is TrXeove^ca,^ it is described as dirXija-TO' 
rarov}^ On the entrance of order and a, sense of measure 
there arises a recognition of part and whole — rb oUeiov itself 
admits of this relationship— for if, when one member 
suffers, all the other members suffer with it,^^ what is 
another's is at the same time one's own and of the whole,^^ 

cf. Rep. 463 B, 462 D 01) . . . rhv fiey oiKeTov a>y iavrov vofii^ei 
T€ Kal Xiyei rbv Sk dXXorpiov a>y ovx iavrov. 'Evbs ndayovTos 

^ Rep. ix. 589 B ; and also Book IV, 440 D. • Rep. vii. 518 E. 

• Rep. 519 A. * Cf, Rep. vii. 516 C. * Rep. 519 A. • Rep. vii. 519 A, B. 
^ Rep. V. 466 B, C. • Gorg. 507 E. » Gorg. 508 A. 

" Rep. 44a A. " Rep. v. 464 B. " Rep. v. 464 A. 
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T&v fToXiT&v iriovp ^ AyaOhv ^ KaKSv^ ^ irSXis /idXiara 
ifyfi<r€i iavTfj9 thai rh vdcr\pv. Self has now become a part 
of the body politic, with its own proper functions and 
limits ; this is the condition of ' social virtue \ But then 
follows the further development: it is not enough that 
this relationship should be blindly accepted,^ it must be 
recognized as the fulfilment, or tending towards the fulfil- 
ment, of the good of the self— its true nature. This is 
reflection, the ' state established within the soul * in corre- 
spondence with the whole in which it forms part.^ Behind 
the law is now seen the will, the ' law-giver V bending the 
individual wills to his own direction, which is truly theirs. 
For the end is not such as to be one man's good as opposed 
to others'— any 'good' which assumes this character is 
necessarily inadequate — produces ardai^ * — it must be the 
same alike for ruler and for ruled, and such as to harmonize 
and give meaning to their several functions. So the self 
embraces again and in a new sense the whole, rb Uiov has 
grown to include rh oIk€iov^ by a development correspond- 
ing to the three modes in which the general will is ex- 
pressed, 06j8p Kal v6iicf Kal rp dXrjOeT \6y<p.^ If this true 
development does not take place, the true notion of self is 
warped and stunted, so as to clash with that of others 
{dXXijXov9 dvTa8iK€Tv\^ the good of the self {jh Uiov dyaOov) 
does not embrace the good of the whole (which should 
also be tS oiK^iov)^ so that a man * runs away from the law 
like a child from its father V and there is a return to orao-ty 



^ Pot 30X E. ' Rep. X. 590 £, 591 A. 

' Rep. vii. 519 E. (Adam prefers the reading voii^ to vofioOiryf but only as 
suggesting the ideal vofAoSinp,) 

* Rep. vii. 521 A ; and cf. below, viii. 548 A ; cf. also v. 46a B ^ di 7c r&y 
roioHrcav IdlwffK StoXOci. ' Cf. Laws vi. 783 A. 

' Theaet 173 A, B. This is the condition called by Plato efUKpoKoyia, 
narrowness, inability to grasp the whole ; cf. Rep. 486 B. 

» Rep. viil 548 B. 
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iplSji^voi rayaOhv S^iv ifmd^eip)} All this serves to confirm 
the contention that the absolute rule of law is only second- 
best, and to show why Plato demands that there shall be 
rulers above the laws * who, having passed from the stage 
of accepting and following these copies of the truth ^ to the 
attainment of truth itself, may be able to return to them 
and give them a truer meaning for others.* For such 
ruling or law-giving would indeed become an art,« and so 
would lose its undesirable limitations. Under such con- 
ditions the law-abiding citizen, grasping in his turn the 
principles of the art, may develop into the law-making 
philosopher,® and in any case the tendency towards a true 
development, though it be slow to take effect, may at least 
save him from degenerating into a state of brutish stupidity 
or lawlessness^ While confirmed in virtuous habits he 
would not be without opportunity of being roused to an 
activity beyond this by having ' characters put before him 
better than his own '.® In such a community mental activity 
can freely develop; the harmony of such activity is secured 
by the harmony of the whole,® As in the web the warp and 
woof being closely interwoven correct each other's defici- 
encies, so the bolder natures learn gentleness and the 
gentler ones boldness from their association in a com- 
munity.^® The individual is enabled to grasp the concep- 
tion of a harmonious whole, and * setting his own house in 
order ' (ri oZ/ccta €5 Oe/ieyos) he in his turn serves, by his 
individual purposes displayed in the affairs of life, to 
strengthen by his own the general will." 

^ Cf. p. 56, note I. » Pol. 309 C, D. » Pol. 300 D. 

* Rep. viL sac C. • Pol. 300 C. • Pol. 296 A, B. 
' Pol. 309 D, E. 

* Laws ii. 659 C ; cf. Rep. vii. 531 A for the kind of character he will have 
as an example or a * means of escape * (cf. Theaet 176 A). 

* So Rep. iv. 443 C, the outward is only an image of the inward harmony; 
and in Book VII, 540 B, again, * like ruler like subject '. 

^® Pol. 309 B. ^^ Rep. iv. 443 D ; cf. also Laws i. 645 A. 
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Some such solution as this seems to be given by Plato 
to the question as to the nature and freedom of the will, at 
least of the will in its normal scope and development. But 
the question naturally arises: given such direction as it 
would receive in the ideal community, is its development 
secure — is it then purely determined towards its own 
perfection ? Plato's answer is in the negative. All natures 
do not start equally well equipped for the struggle (t6k 
i,y&va TovTov)} Like different ' blocks of wax ', some are 
finer, take deeper and more lasting impressions, than others 
— such minds are quick to learn and to remember, accurate 
and clear in their perceptions.* The opposite kind are 
slow, see and hear and think awry— TrapopSo-t re kcX 
irapaKovovai Kal irapavoova-ii—BJid are constantly in error or 
ignorance.^ So they start handicapped in the race of life, 
for the senses are the means of all knowledge.* Such 
minds have less capacity for development in any direction 
{da-dev^ $€ <f>va'LV /leydXcov oUre dyaO&v oUre KaK&v ahiav nork 
ecrecrdai — Rep. 491 E), whereas the well-endowed (at 
€v(l>v€<rTaTaL) require only suitable training to realize their 
inherent nature.* Hence it is easy to distinguish such 
a nature even in childhood,® nay in their very play children, 
Plato says, reveal their character and disposition.'^ Also 
he seems to note that even among the well-endowed 
natures there are inherent differences of taste and tendency: 
e.g. in the Phaedrus,® where he ascribes differences of 
individuality to the guardian god assigned to each soul 
before birth, and again in the Republic,* where each 
citizen is to serve the state by exercise of his own appro- 
priate skill. The reverse of the €v(f>v'n^ are the natures that 
naturally lack balance (&(nr€p rh dyep/idncTTa nXoia ^"), that 

1 Gorg. 526 E. « Theaet. 194 C, D. » Theaet. 194 E, 195 A. 

* Theaet. 186 C. * Rep. vi. 491 E, 49a A ; cf. above, 486 D. 

■^ Pol. 308 D ; cf. also Rep, iii. 413 C. 
Rep. ii, 370 A, B, 519 £-520 A. ^* Theaet. 144 B. 



« Rep. vi. 486 B. "* Pol. 308 D; cf. also Re 

* Phaedr. 353 A. • Rep. ii, 370 A, B, 519 £-520 A. 
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run to excess, irXrifineXovcrai ; ^ in such, 0t5(rty, the natural 
harmony, would seem to be not so much latent as actually 
lacking, so that no realization of it is possible.^ You 
cannot give sight to blind eyes, Plato says, as some seem 
to think.* Such natures, he would say, being really 
'insane' (/laviKdrepoij poa-coSeisi), should be restrained by 
force and so rendered harmless to the community.* 
Again these ignoble natures^ {vSOoi, for they are not yvqaioLy 
(true-born)— not normal) are represented as maimed and 
deformed (xa)XoO.* This defect is at bottom the same as 
TrXrj/ifiiXeiaf unevenness, lack of balance and consistency ; 
and although in the passage just noted the fault seems to 
lie in the lack of flv/xoy, ' half-heartedness ', yet it is after all 
chiefly reason, the power of abstraction, that is wanting. 
The * half-hearted ' disposition is (piXSOrjpoSy <f>iXoyv/iva<rTrJ9f 
but not (f>iXofjLa6ri9f th^ abstract does not appeal to him, is 
not oIk€los, does not correspond to an3rthing within. He 
will be of those who at best attain a certain social excel* 
lence. For the mind can grow only by assimilation,'' it is 
useless to try by mere force to put into it something alien 
to it — ylrvxd Sk fiiaiov ovSkv e/ifiovov /idOrj/ia.^ This is one 
side of the truth : on the other hand, the only iidOr^aLs that 
is permanent is that which is ordered and enlightened by 
reason, is in idiCt comprehended^ (fiovr} yovv ^ Toiavrrj /idOijcris 
/SljSatoy— Rep. 537 C), i.e. involves the whole mind,^° and 
all these defects are only limitations, not abrogations, of 
the law that the direction in which education starts a man 
will determine his future life." 

Here are the two factors then that go to form the will — 



* Rep. vi. 491 A. » Rep. vi. 496 A. » Rep. vii. 518 C. 

* Pol. 309 A. « Cf. Rep. vi. 486 B, D ; and below (D). 

• Rep. vii. 535 C, D. » Rep. 486 D. 

• Rep. vii. 536 E. " Cf. awcucriov €ls ffwanf/iv «.t.A. Rep. 537 C. 
" Rep. 518 C. »» Rep. iv. 435 B, C ; Laws vi. 765 E, 766 A. 
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nature and training; failing these it remains unformed,^ 

KaK69 jikv ykp iKSav ovSeh, Siit 8k irovripkv i^iv rivii tov 
aoifiaT09 Kal amatS^vrov rpo^iiv i KaKis yiyv€Tai kukS^. . . . 
That is, if both fail, for there is always a something— or a 
possibility of something — miraculous, ' divine V Plato seems 
to say, about the growth of harmony in the soul, so that it 
may even be conceived as developing itself— a^o0i;i7y — 
without the otherwise so necessary aid of surroundings ; * 
and on the other hand, even in a nature where it is 
apparently non-existent, it may at any time assert itself (e.g. 
under favourable conditions and training).* So in the 
Timaeus* it is only by such assertion of its true nature 
{BeTov \€y6/i€Poi/ fjye/iovovv t€ — 41 C) that even in the midst of 
transformation and degeneration the soul may escape from 
the downward course, oi irp&r^pov X'^^oi irplv r^ Totrrov koX 
dfioiov 7r€pi68(p t^ kv airr^ {vv€m<m6fi€V09> • . ic.T.A. 

If we seek a further reason for the novriph ^19, the 
defective nature of some souls, we find little enlightenment 
in the transmigration myths of the Timaeus, Phaedrus, and 
Republic. In the soul as there depicted the defect seems 
to begin exactly where it ends, viz. in the will itself. In 
the Timaeus ® it is the souls of * those who are willing to 
follow after justice ' that maintain their condition ; in the 
Phaedrus'' 'he follows who will*; and in the Republic® 
each soul is responsible for its own choice (airia iXofihov* 
Oebs dvaiTio^). We must go beyond mere myth to get at 
Plato's true view. In Book III of the Republic he 
approaches the problem of heredity.^ Children do not 
always, he says, resemble their parents ; the * golden ' race 

^ Tim. 86 D, £, where see also Archer- Hindis note. 

' Cf. Rep. vi. 49a £, 49a A. 

' Rep. vii. 520 B. Though this may, of course, be one of Plato's whimsical 
half-jesting paradoxes. 

* Rep. X. 611 £, where it is precisely philosophy that is able to produce the 
effect described in the passage noted below (note 8). ' Tim. 42 C. 

^ Tim. 41 C, ^ Phaedr. 247 A. • Rep. x. 617 E. • Rep. iii. 415 B. 
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will sometimes produce * silver * and vice versa, nay, some- 
times even * bronze' or * iron ' natures spring from the gold.^ 
Yet on the whole the rule holds good,^ that the nature of 
the parents is reproduced in the children. In Book V * 
the problem is fairly grappled with : if such care is taken 
in the breeding of dogs, birds, and horses, why not in that 
of men ?* So the law-giver will carefully choose the men 
and women who shall mate together, that, there being har- 
mony and concord in their union ((J/io^ucty), the offspring of 
it may be also of a harmonious and perfect nature {^ix^vfii). 
Yet in Book VIII ® the problem is seen to be still unsolved, 
the laws that govern the growth and decay of human life 
are too deep to be fathomed by ordinary intelligence 
(Xoyi(r/ip /x€t' ai<r6rja-€a>s)f and SO they will be transgressed 
and the offspring of such mistaken unions will no longer 
be €i50i;^y.* Still there is a law, a harmony or proportion, 
which, if followed, he seems to say, would produce always 
right results. So defective natures are to be regarded as 
truly abnormal, due to a transgression of the rule or * norm \ 
In the Politicus ^ he returns to the question, and shows 
how it is just by the transgression of the law, by ' follow- 
ing no one true principle',^ that the inharmonious natures 
are produced. Like seeks like,® following habit and custom 
instead of reason, and so from the union, e. g. of two 
natures in whom courage predominates, comes a progeny in 
which the excess of such character has blossomed into mad- 
ness {TcXcvT&ca €^av0€ip iravrdnafn fiaviais), and in the case 
of the reverse character the opposite consequence ensues.^® 
This law then of the blending of opposites to produce 
a harmonious whole, the weaving of warp and woof into 
the even texture of the web, is seen to be the human or 

^ Rep. iii. 415 B. • Rep. iii. 415 A. • Rep. 459 A. 

* Rep. iii. 458 C. ' Rep. viii. 546 B. ' Rep. viii. 546 D. 

' Pol. 310 B. • Pol. 310 C. • Ibid. w Pol. 310 D. 
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physical counterpart (ivOp&mvoi Sea-fiol^) of the 'divine bond' 
{$€109 Sea-fiS^^ by which the statesman was to bind the 
community together (cf. page 56). In either case it is an 

aspect of 1^ Tov dyaOov iSia.^ 

In a double sense, therefore, the will of the individual is 
seen to be the outcome of the will of the community, the 
soul owes not only naiSeia but €^19 also to the society in 
which it forms part. In other words the ^i^pyq^^ the har- 
monious nature, is itself the product of individual wills 
trained to act in harmony with the whole, and meeting with 
such training in its turn will so act as to produce similar 
natures, and so on in an endless progression.* Of what 
should be the starting-point of the series, the actual origin, 
Plato, as we have seen, gives no account save in m)rths, 
where he attributes it to the action of a Divine Will 
(^ovXrja-is) and Reason [Scevorjdi] SeTv Tim. 39 E),* a Will 
whose purpose and whose expression are the perfection 
of Beauty, Harmony, and Truth.® 



* Pol. 309 B. • Ibid. ' Rep. vi. 505 A. 

* Rep. iv. 423 E, 424 A, * Cf. Tim. 48 A. 

* Cf. Tim. 29 £, 30 A, D, 92 C. So we are brought back to ^ rod iyaSov 
ibia which is represented by hoWos ^vfjLfjLtrpla xal AX-ffBeia (Phil. 65 A) and is 
also (Rep. 509 B^ where cf. Adam*s note) the First Principle of all existence. 
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